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THE 
INTRODUCTION. 


H AT my Motto may not remain a Riddle 

to my Reader, Pl explain it. 
I intend this Print as an Epitome of the 
Thoughts and Attions of Men. 4 
* Wk, to that groſs Diviſion of Things left by 

Paul, 

Things Temporal and Things Eternal. | 
This Introduction and the Defence in the Sequel, is 


an Abſtract from my own Study relating to the eternal 
State of Man, 


And tho it is not "neceſſary that all Men (hould haue 


the ſame Thoughts with me, | 
Tet it is of the laſt Concern to every Man and Wo- 


man in the World, to have ſome Thoughts or other of it. 
The Poſtſcript relates to Things Temporal, being 4 


Story of the Times, 


An Abſtrad of a Project, to put a Trick upon Eu- 
rope. NS | 


Which I have expos'd in Raillery, by placing that 
Teſt at the Top, which in this Project lies in the Buttom. 


But ſhould the Jeſt prove true, the Canſequenc vi 
be the worſt of E arn«F$F. | | 85 i 


And they ſ tis laid deep, and that Cunning, 
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Aen are in it. 
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But if it be nat deeper than Hell, there's one above 


can ſee as far as that, l 0 
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Who bath turned the * (I wont ſay upon as cun- 
ning Men as are in this Proje, becauſe Compariſons 
are odious) but upon as cunning Men as thoſe Times 
„ r | 3 

The Wiſemen of the Eaſt, Magicians, Aſtrologers, 
and Southſayers, Men learned in all the Learning of 
the Egyptians (who were then the Univerſity of, the 
World.) 5 | 

And tho of the firſt Rank too, be calld them Fools 
to their faces, when be had dong © 4% 

| The Princes of Zoan are Fools. 

But this was a great while ago, 

And they ſay Miracles are ceaſed, 

1 can't tell that! but I am ſure there are ſome 
Fools left ſtill. | 

Be, 2 1 am one, (not underſtanding my own In- 
tereſs, ) FLO 
I can loſe no Place or Profit by the Peace; and the 
Rents of the Eſtate (the preſent Intereſt whereof I'll 
call my own till 'tis taken Tom me, and beſides which 
have little elſe to live upon) are to increaſe 400 l. 


per annum, upon the Determination of the War. 


And yet were my Opinion demanded upon it, I find 
my ſelf much in the Caſe of Tom Connor of Ireland, 
who being demanded to give Judgment upon a Game 
at Back-Gammon, ſaid, Why, nay truly, if I muſt 
give my Opinion one way or other, then I tell you 
plainly, I don't know what to ſay to it. 

But I'll tell you a Story, 

A Gentleman that had a black Horſe too bigh-mettle, 
and a white one too dull, : 

Put them both into his Jechy's hands to temper them © 
together. | 

The Focky kept them two for himſelf, | 

And brought bis Aaſter One Pyed one of both | 
their Colours. | y 

But the Gentleman (upon an Eſſay) told the Jocky, | 
There was a little too much of the White left 
ſtil}, : Now 


| EL23 
Now whether the Emperor was advanc'd ſo bigh, oy 
the French King reduc'd ſo low, that it was bigh time 
for the Ballance of Europe to interpoſe, when they did; 
is a Conſideration two degrees above my Pen. 

But ſince it is impoſſible for thoſe that bold the Bal- 
lances of Kingdoms and States always (or indeed at 


any time) to poiſe them to a bair's-breadth ; 


I ſhould (for my ſelf) wiſh that the Advantage that 
muſt inevitably bappen from the Inequality, might ra- 
ther be given to thoſe we think our Friends, than to 
them that we are ſure are Enemies. 

And (of the two Evils) that bis moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty ſhould rather have a little too much of the 
White put into him, than a great deal too much of 
the Black left in him. 

Nor can I yet think the School- Boys Law any foul 
Play, | 

That whoever gets the other down, may give bim 
the Riſing- Blow. 

And when Ahab Xing of Iſrael, out of a Compli- 
ment to bis Brother Benhadad King of Syria, (whom 
God bad put into bis bands for Deſtruction) let him 
go; he bad no Thanks from Heaven for that Civility. 


But did not I once ſay I would never write again? 
Yes! But there are three things you muſt never 
believe © 
A Biſhop, when he ſaith Nolo Epiſcopare; 
A Speaker, while he is diſabling bimſelf for the 
Chair; | 
And an Author, when be ſaith he'll never write 
again. 
And (if you will have Solomon's Number of a 
fourth, | 
A Man that cries, Noverint Univerſi, when he's 
going to borrow Mony. 


I am 


(6) 


Am now in the fifth Year of my Expulſion from 

the Houſe of Commons of Creat Britain, as Au- 
thor of the Treatiſe, to which | then made, The 
Sequel, my Defence. | 

To which Defence, I was admitted and heard 
(in my place) with all the Freedom and Patience, 
and under all the Silence and Attention, that 1 
could then deſire, or could now ask for, in caſe I 
were to make the ſame there over again. 

Which I ſo mention, as my Recognition of the 
Juſtice and Candour of that Houſe. 

And | know, | was then ſo heard (by many of 
the Auditors wy Judges) with kind Wiſhes for 
me, That I would have temper'd my Defence with 
ſome ſuch complacent Recantation or pleaſant Ex- 
cuſes, as might have prevented the Sentence that 
fell upon me. | 

For which they then had (what I ſhall ever re- 
tain) the grateful Memory of a disbanded Mem- 
ber, tho I can't flatter my ſelf with hopes either 
to know them every one, or to have opportunity 
to return my perſonal Acknowledgments to them 
that | do. 

And whether any of the reſt came there pre- 
polleſs'd with contrary Relolutions, is what I can't 
know (if | would) nor would know (if I could.) 

And for that Gentleman himſelf that accus'd 


me, if he did it in the Sincerity of his Zeal (to do 


Goa good Service) I can't but eſteem him worthy of 
Commendation (whether that Zeal were according 
to Knowledp or not.) 

And if he did it with another Intention (of 
which 1 do net accuſe him) he hath taken the 
worſt part on himſelf, and left the Right- hand of 
Fellow ſhip to me, who could have no other Pre- 
tence do it. 7. 


9 


For by that Golden Rule (in Almonerſbip) deli- 
ver'd out by our Saviour, | 


Tis better to give than to receive; 
The Inverſe thereof holds good in 71juries, 
"Tis better to take im than give em. 


And then (ipſo Judice) | have the Aicendant upon 
him (whether | will or no.) 


For as he hinſelf was then pleas'd to declare, 
That | never o d him any Mony; 

So | appeal to his own Conſcience, whether ever 
I gave hin any jult Occahon, T7» pay me any Malice, 

But leaving the Thoughts or every Man's Reart 
to himlelt, till the Day when the Secrsts of Men ſhall 
be reveal d. | 


That | was then well expel'd, I do for my 
ſelf own. 

(And if any one elſe denies it, I am ready to 
prove it: Experto crede Ko'erto ) 

it being the undonbted Right of that Hovſe, to 
determine the Q":l:Hcati>ns ot their own Mem- 
bers, rom whote Judgment therein, there lies no 
Appeal. 

und tho their own Votes authorize me to ſay, 
That thr S ntence againſt me did not paſs Nemine 
Contradicente 5 | 


Vet the Reiolution being carry'd by the Majority 
among thenlelves, 


The Numbers in the Diviſion are not ſuppos'd to 
be known abroad. 


And fo (according to the Cegiſtative Laws) the 
Sentence ſtauds the intire Judgment of the whole, 
And tho tor me now to publiſh that (iviſtion, 
Would be a thing perhaps iolignihcant in it ſelt, 
Vet they that tel] Tates our of School uſe to be 
whipt when they come in ag4in 
And ho | h-gala never make my Return tn that 
H uſe, | (hould render my felt unwo.thy of the 
Piivileges 1 enjoy'd while 1 was in ic, by paying 
| any 


N Trutb. 


(8) 


any leſs deference to it becauſeI am out of it: 
Like diſcarded Courtiers turn'd philoſophers : . 
Deſpiſing the Mony they can't get, and the Places they 
could not keep, * 
— 


ur after this . of the Rights of 
that Houſe, as being both the ſole and ultimate 
Judges of their own Members: 

Yet I never heard it, either Reſolved or t/ified 
on by them, That they were or are, either the =P 
ultimate Judges of Truth, 

The great Capital Queſtion of the World is, 
what Pilate (more by Chance than any good Cun- 
ning) once put to our Saviour, What is Truth ? 

And had he had the Manners to ſtay for an An« 
ſwer, he might have been thonght to "ok it with 
a Deſire to know it. 

But his Head (it ſeems) was then ſo full of 
Cares and Fears of keeping or loſing his Office in 
the Government, that all other things went in at 
one Ear and out at the other with him. 

(And yet, *tis plain, this honeſt Man had rather 
have kept a good Conſcience than contracted a 
bad one, if there had been no other difference in 
the caſe,) 

But (without thanks to Ar. Pilate for his Qneſ- 
tion) our Saviour hath elſewhere left us the Record 
of the Anſwer from his own mouth, Thy Word is 


By which it is evident, That God hath not Jules ? 


gated or appropriated the Tra of Truth to any 
Churches or Aſſemblies in the World (either Claſſi- 

cal or Lay.) 
But hath deliver'd ont the 1 of his own 
Word, as that Touch-ſtane which every Man and 
Woman 


3 


- 
- 

+ Y 
B- 


<9) 


Woman in the World may carry about them (if 
they pleaſe.) oe OW ie Ft 
"+ And tho Pr 
Men otherwiſe engag'd in Buſineſs) do rather con- 
tent themſelves with taking their Religion at ſe- 
cond hand, from them that preach or write it; 


ofeſſors of the common Rank (and 


Yet the beſt and moſt noble Chriſtians do not 
from thence give their ultimate Aſſent, till they 
have examin'd and compar'd it with the Orl- 


ginal. 


And thus the Berean Auditors (in the firſt Preach- 
ing of the + en Big diſtinguiſh'd as more noble 
$3 | 


than the The ſſalon 


In that they receiv'd the Word with all Reagineſs of 
Mind, and ſearch'd the Scriptures daily, whether thoſe 
things were ſo. 

hey were as ſwift to hear as the Theſſalonians, 
but flower in Judgment. h 

And (indeed) he that intends to believe (as he 
ſhould do) can't ſay his Creed fo faſt to himſelf, as 
another that only reads it to him. 

And tho it be the Office of the Miniſters in the 
Churches of God to read and expound the Scrip- 
tures to their Auditors, 

Yet after that, for any Churches or Aſſemblies 
(either Clerical or Lay) to forbid the People their 
dernier Reſort to the Word of God it ſelf, 

Is to uſurp to themſelves that Fudicature of Truth, 
which God hath lodg'd in his own Word, and his 
own Spirit, teaching the Believers of it the ſame 
Word over again: He ſhalt take of mine, and ſhew 
it unto you. | | 

The firſt Revelation of the Goſpel in the literal 
Words of it to our Senſes, is call'd the Revelation 


of "Chriſt to us. * f 
The Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, which God gave unto 
bim to ſkew unto bis Servants, 


B But 


(10) 
But the ſecond Revelation of it by the Spirit of 

God taking up the ſame Word again, and confirm- 

ing it to our Underſtanding, is call'd, The Revela- 

| tion of Chriſt in us | 

| That it would pleaſe the Heavenly Father to reveal 

j his Son in us. 

For tho the firſt Revelation of it, by the Word 
it ſelf, be common to all, the Sound thereof is gone 
thro the whole Earth; | 
| Yet the ſecond Revelation by the Spirit, is an 

| Accident to Believers only : 

And mufc therefore remain an Amuſement to 
the reſt of the World, being that white Stone with a | 
new Name, which none can read but they that have it. | 

And therefore whenever Believers | do but ſo 
much as mention it, they gain from the reſt of 
Mankind the names of Entbuſiaſts, as Pretenders to | 
new Revelations. | 

Which Aſperſion is as falſe as ſcandalous, 

For as the Apoſtles, in their day, founded their 
Doctrines upon the Predictions of Moſes and the | 


— — 
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Prophets; 
Saying none other things than Moſes and the Pro- 
phets did ſay ſhould come | 


So no Believer in Chriſt can ſince claim, or doth 
pretend toany other Revelation than what is hand- 
ed down to the Churches of God, from the Records 
thereof written by Maoſes and the Prophets, Evan- 
geliſts and Apoſt les. ] 

Both which, now recordea together, our Sa- 
viour, by giving the addition of New to the laſt; 
(This Cup is the New Teſtament in my Blood) hath | 

made and call'd, The Old and New Teſtament. 

In that he ſaith a New Covenant, be bath made the f 
firſt Old. 

| But the Revelation inſiſted on by Believers, as I 
an Incident to their Faith in Chriſt, (If any Man 

ah not ths 5pirit of Chriſt, be is none of bis) is what Fc 
[| is 1 


— 


( 11 ) 
is call'd in Scripture, The Evidence and Demonſtra- 
tion of the Spirit. | | 8 

Which is not perform'd by him by a Revelation 
of any new Word.; 

Nor yet by a bare Remembrance of the old one. 

But (with that Remembrance) alſo leading a Be- 
liever up and down the Scriptures, to confirm to 
him every part by the whole, and the whole by e- 
very part, teaching him to compare Spiritual Things 
with Spirituals. 

Of the Way and Method whereof, the manner of 
deſcribing the New Jeruſalem, in the Viſion of Exe- 
kiel, is a moſt lively Emblem. 

Where the Prophet is carry?d up and down for- 
wards and backwards, and backwards and forwards. 
again, from one Gate to another, to give him a 
perfect View of it in all its Aſpects. 

From whence he hath left the Plan behind him, 
with the addition of its Name in the laſt words of 
his Viſion, The Lord is there. 

Nor is a Believer himſelf merely paſſive in this 
Operation of the Spirit, but is made a Co-worker 
with him. BEE | 

For which our Saviour hath ſet us our Task, 
Search the Scriptures. 

What, without an Index ? | 

Yes, ſcriptum eſt is a ſufficient Quotation for the 
Preacher. 

The Ub: is the Peoples Buſineſs. 

Tho we are all to help one another at that, eve- 
ry one in his own way. 

And thus every Student in Divinity ſtands oblig'd 
for any ſuch Alliſtance ready made to his Hands; 

Which otherwiſe would have took up too great 
part of his time, 

But as he that reſts his Religion in a bare Index, 
7 Quotation of Texts, will make but a ſuperficial 

Divine: 


5 2 $0 


(12) 

So on the other hand, he that will not be at the 

firſt pains of reading the Bible, muſt not expect 
the Spirit of God to dictate it to him. 

For to them that never read or heard of the 
Word of God before, how ſhould the Spirit of 
God remember it again to them ? 115 

Nor indeed is this way and manner of Attain- 
ment of Knowledg in the Science of eternal Life 
other than what is requilite to the Attainment o 
Knowledg in all other Sciences, viz. By Labour and 
Study. | 3 
Nor doth the Spirit of God abſent himſelf from 
the Students of all honeſt Sciences in the World: 

60 oo teatbeth. my Hands to war, and my Fingers to 
t. | | 

He taught Noab to build, and the [ſraclites to in- 

camp. | 

He teacheth the Plowman to ſow, and the Artifi- 

cers their Trades in Braſs and Bugle-work, 

For all Wiſdom is of God. 

Nor doth any Believer in Chriſt pretend to a 
better Faculty that way than ny other Man. 

And if he hath ſeem'd to make any further Ad- 
vances in it, than the common Obſervations of it, 
ꝛtis becauſe it hath fallen in his way to ſpend more 
Time and Pains abour it. 

And for that allo, *tis more than two to one, 
that he owes his Thanks to his Neceſſities more than 
his Inclinations. 

For were Believers themſelves always left at 
large to their own Diſpoſal of their Time and Parts, 
they would not beſtow fo much of either in the 
Study of Divinity, as is requiſite to the Knowledg 
of it. 5 

And for this God is pleas'd ſometimes to fend 
them into Deſarts, Baniſhments and Priſons, 

Elijabto be fed by the Ravens; 


And 


(13) 

And John the Baptiſ® with Locuſts and Wild- 
Honey- 1 

Paul a Priſoner to Rome; 

And Jobn the Evangeliſt an Exile into Patmor. 

Where one writes Epiſtles, and the other his 
Viſion. 

And without Controverſy the Goſpel in all Ages 
would have more Cuſtomers, could they fall into 
the account of it in a more ſummary way, 

(In an Evening Viſit, 

Or at Table T alk, 

Or while a Land- Tax Bill is reading) 

Without interfering with their other Buſineſs or 
Studies. | 

Much of this appears in the Caſe of Nicodemns, 
who being a Man in Poſt and Figure, thought it be- 
neath his CharaQer to ſtand in the Croud of our 
Saviour's common Auditors 

And therefore introduc'd himſelf to him, in an 
Evening-Viſit, and carry d with him a handſome 
and reſpectful Preamble, ready made for that pur- 
poſe, with an Intent to have been let into the Se- 
cret of our Saviour's Meſſiahſhip all at once. 

But our Saviour, to cut him ſhort, ſent him back 
to the ABC of Religion: 

Except a Man be born again, he cannot ſee the King- 
dom of God. 

And withal told him, that he ought to have 
known that before he came there: 

Art thou a Maſter of Iſrael, and knoweſt not theſe 
things ? 

| have that Charity for all the World to believe, 
that it is every Man's Deſire to come to the Know- 
ledg of the Truth, and be ſav'd. 

But this is the Miſchief of it, that we are all of us 
apt (too ſoon) to think our ſelves either too young 
or too old, too wiſe or too buſy, too good or too 
great (or too ſomething or other) to learn it. 


Catus 


(14) 


Catus amat Piſcem, ſed non vult tangere flumen. 


But did Fiſh ſwim above Water, Men would all turn 
Cats. | 

Or were hut the Gifts of God to be bought with 
dry Mony (without Study or Loſs of Time) the 
great Pains- Takers of the World would all turn 
Simon Magus s; who having got a great Eſtate by 
the Devil, propos'd to the Apoſtles to lay out 
ſome part of it with them in the Purchaſe of a 
ſhare in the Holy Ghoſt. | 

And as I have this Charity for all the World, 
that they had rather have the Spirit of God than 
the Spirit of the Devil (if there were no Trouble 
in the Exchange ;) if 

So | have that Charity for all Profeſſors in the 
Chriſtian Religion, that they would not upbraid 
one another with pretence of Entbuſiaſm, in caſe 
they had right Apprehenſions of the Spirit of God, 
promis'd by Chriſt to all his Believers. 

But I am ſorry to ſay, that there is a Generation 
of Profeſſors among us, who ſeem to give occaſion 
for this Offence. 

By ſeating the Life of Religion in what they call 
the Light within them; 

Which they endeavour to expreſs by a diſmal 
Tone of their own making, and then call it, The 
Groans of the Spirit. | 

By which they have render'd the Sounds of their 
Congregations by day, like the Noiſes of Cat-bowl- 
ings in the Night; 

Or like the hideous Cry of a Pil hal- hoool, at an 
Iriſh Funeral : 

Both which Fxrreſſions I would have ſpar'd, but 
that I think they deſerve them, for counterfeiting 
the Spirit of God, 


Nor 


C15) 

Nor do I yet write this without Charity for 
their Congregations (in whom I have both Friends 
and Relations.) | F 

And ſo (indeed) bavel of the Roman Catholick 
Religion, not only many of my beſt Friends, but 
beſt and deareſt Relations, | 

For the Laity in which Church, I have alſo a 
large Charity; from whoſe Perſons or Eſtates I 
would not diminiſh a Hair of their Heads, or de- 
prive them of an Acre of their Land. 

(But yet I dont think my ſelf oblig'd to make 
proof of it, by giving them mine, only to try whe- 
ther they'l thank me forit or no; 

Or to play Tricks with my own Neck, by put- 
ting it under their Feet, to inform my ſelf whe- 
ther they wear Sparrowbills in their Shoes or no.) 

A keen Hunter, pur ſuing his Game, rides over 
the Hedges and Lands of his beſt Friends; 

And a blunt Author, in purſuit of Truth, knows 
no Man after the Fleſh, till his Chace is over. 

Fora Man to think what be writes, may beſpeak 
his Prudence; 

But to write what be thinks, beſt opens his Prin- 
ciples. 


But now while theſe miſtaken People in our 
Countries are pleaſing themſelves with this Inis 
fatuus of a Light within them, inſtead of the true 
Spirit of God ; 

Yonder deluded (or rather deluding) Prieſts at 
Rome, by a different Fancy, equally extravagant, 
have long ſince disbanded the Spirit of God out of 
their Churches : 

As having no further occaſion for his Teſtimony, 
ſince they have got the Monopoly of Truth lodg'd 
in their own Poatifex (by which their Church can't 
err if they would.) 


And 
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(16) 
And yet Peter himſelf, the firſt of that Order, 
after his Conſecration to that Infallihility, commit- 
ted more Blunders and Miſtakes, and receiv'd from 
our Saviour more publick Rebukes for them, than 
any one of all the other Apoſtles (except Judas 
that betray'd him.) | | 
Their Creed for this Infallibility is : 

1. That Peter was one of the twelve Apoſtles. 

And that's the only Article in it that's true. 

2. That be was the firſt of the twelve. 

Now in counting them over again (1oth Mat- 
thew) after they had been call'd, Peter is put down 
firſt, and Judas Iſcariot laſt, Se 

But in the firſt calling them ( Mart) Andrew 
(Peter's Brother) was jointly call'd with him (caſt- 
ing their Nets) and James and John being in the 
next Ship, were then call'd alſo. 

But firſt call'd, or firſt counted, don't ſignify a 
Farthing ; our Saviour allowing no Diſtinctions a- 
wong them; 

He that is greateſt among you, let him be leaft : 

The firſt ſhall be laſt, and the laſt firſt, 

But what dol write Scripture to Rome for ? 

Let them take him, as they would have him, 

Simon Peter, Brother of Andrew (firſt of the 
twelve Apoſtles.) 

So much for his Apoſtolical Function only. 
Now for his Pontifical Conſecration. 

In 16 Matth. our Saviour puts a Queſtion to all 
his Diſciples in general (without naming one more 
than another) Whom ſay ye that I am ? 

- Up ſtands Peter, and makes himſelf their Fore- 
man; 

Thou art Chriſt the Son of the Living God. 

That was well ſaid, but no mote than what all 
the reſt beliey'd, and gave their Silence for Con- 
ſent. 


But 


But Peter having ſpoken it, our Saviour replies, 
Thou art peter, and upon this Rock I will build my 
Church, | 

By which our Saviour affirm'd, That what Petey 
had confeſs'd was true, That be was Chriſt, the Son 
of the Living God, and that his Church ſhould be 
built upon that Foundation. 

And ſo he ſaith elſewhere (in the Negative) 
ye believe not that | am he, ye ſhall die in your Sins. 

And fo ſaith Paul, in the Affirmative, And are 
built upon the Foundation of the Apoſiles and Prophets, 
Jeſus Chriſt bimſelf being the chief Corner. Stone. 

And becaule our Saviour, and Paul, and the 
whole Bible have ſaid fo, the Proteſtant Churches 
ſay ſo too. 

And Paul ſaith elſewhere (in the Negative alſo) 
Other Foundation can no Man lay. 

But it ſeems Paul was miſtaken, not having 
found out the Jingle of Peter's Name (Cephas ) 

Which is the Kock of the Komiſh Church. 

But if that be all, why not Father Peter, or Pe- 
ter- Power of Ircland, as well as Simon Peter (An- 
drew's Brother) for their Names return'd into the 
Greek are Cepbas, as well as his? 

Well, but let them take their Pontifex, and his 
Name with him, and all his Keys and Tools of In- 
fallibility about him, and then ſee what they'l make 
of him. 

In the 18th Verſe are the words of his Conſe- 
cration; ü 
And ia the igth the Inveſtiture of the Keys (the 
Feofment of his Office.) : 

By which he is ſet up for an infallible Pontiff, 
and now ſee how he behaves himſelf in this Office. 

In the 21ſt our Saviour addrefling bimſelt to all 
his Diſciples in general again, tells them, He muſt 
be kill d, and riſe again tbe third Day: 

Up ſtands again this now (infallible) Foreman, 

C And 
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(15) 

And as the firſt Inſtance of his Infallibility, he 
gives our Saviour the Lye, or (at beſt) told him 
he did not know what he talk'd of: 

Be it far from thee, Lord; this ſhall not be unto 
thee, And how came he off ? 

As he deſerv'd, Get thee behind me Satan, 

W hat already! Peter made Pope in the 18th 
Verſe, and converted to a Devil (by the Devil in 
him) in the 21ſt, 


Well, there's the firſt Inſtance of Papal Infalli- 
Lility. 


But perhaps this was but an Eſſay ; then go on 


to the next : 

All ye ſhall be offended becauſe of me this Night. 

Up ſtands Foreman again (for being impetuous in 
his Temper, he would never let any one ſpeak but 
himſelf, or at leaſt till he had done) 

And now his Infallibility is arriv'd to that height, 
that he tells our Saviour, he ſcorns his words; for 
Jet who would leave him, he would ſtand by him 
with his Life and Fortune, contra omnes Gentes (ay 
marry would he ;) and to clinch that, raps out (a 
Swinger of Paſlive-Obedience,) Tho 1 ſhould die 
with thee, yet will I not deny thee - , 

And about two hours after, deny'd him three 
times, in one hour more, or thereabouts (with ſome- 
thing elſe into the Bargain -) 

f And this is the ſecond Inſtance of Papal Infalli- 
ility. 

The third was the drawing his Sword in his Maſ- 
ter's Defence, which tho it was a Zeal, yet a miſ- 
taken one, and betray'd his Fallibility z Te know 
not what Spirit ye are of. 

Which three Inſtances in this their firſt Ponti- 
fex, ſeem to intitle his Succeſſors to Infallibility, 
with about as much reaſon as an old Bencher of the 
Middic-Temple intitled himſelf to Chivalry, by 
three Duels he brag'd of. 


In 


Fo 


(19) 

In the firſt he had a Diſh of Coffee flung in his 
Face. 

In the ſecond was kick'd under a Table. 

And in the third they quarrel'd, but did not fight, 

By which I am not ridiculing Peter with his Miſ- 
takes, but them that have choſen either him or any 
other Man in the World as a Precedent of Infalli- 
bility z ( Humanum eſt errare ) 
For Peter himſelf (whoſe Denial of Chriſt pro- 


ceeded not from Shame but Fear) recover'd that 
2 Fright, ſurviv'd his Miſtakes, liv'd a Great Apoſtle, 


and died a noble Martyr for the Cauſe : 

But with no more Thoughts of being canoniz'd 
for a Pope, than I have to be ordain'd for a Biſhop, 

Nor doth the Pope himſelf believe his own In- 
fallibility any more than I do. 

The Prieſts of Rome have the leaſt to do in their 
own Religion : 

They only make Creeds, and leave the Laity to 
believe them. 

And tho they have no Foundation for this Infal- 


| libility in their Church: 


Yet the Pretence of it, is the only Support for 
their other Articles ; 


W hich tho never ſo contrary to human Reaſon, | 


yet their Laity muſt call themſelves Creditors of 
them as true, becauſe their Church that ſaid them 
can't ye. 

For to give them their Due, they do not demand 
from their Confeſſants really to believe what is 
told them; 

But only to ſay they do. 

And thus, as,the other Pretenders to a Light 
within themſelves, have brought a Scandal upon 
the name of the Spirit of God: 

So theſe Projectors of an implicit Faith in their 


| own Church, have thereby caſt a Scandal upon true 


Faith in Cbriſt, as if the ſame were only a ſudden 
C2 credulous 


| 
4 
1 
: 
| | 
'$ 


RS, 
credulous Confidence in the Words offer'd to our 
Senſes, without firſt admitting the Report of it 
to be made to the Underſtanding. 

Than which nothing is more a Reverſe to Faith. 

For as in the Moſaical Law the clean Beaſts are 
diſtinguiſh'd by chewing the Cud (as beiny moſt 
wholeſom for Man's Body) 

So our Saviour, in delivering out the Goſpel for 
Man's Salvation, preſcrib'd him to take it in firſt 
by his Senſes, and from thence to let ir deſcend to 
his intellectual Faculties; that ſo by Thought and 
Srudy it might be digeſted within him into Know- 
led a, and from thence producd into Faith. 

Let theſe Sayings fink down into your Hearts, | 

Faith (or Credit) is not the firſt Act incident to 
our human tacuities, : 

don't credit a Man the firſt time | ſee him; 

But that Ci edit ariſeth from a knowledge ot him. 

Say ing our Prayers is the laſt Exerciſe in regular 
Relig ion; 
i Mhuſoc ver calleth on the name of the Lord, ſhall be 
ad. 
But there are three Climaxes. in Religion prece- 
dent to that: 

How ſhall they call on him, whom tbey have not be- 
lied d ꝰ 

And how ſhall they believe on bim, of whom they 
bave not heard ? 

And bow ſhall they hear without a Preacher? 

The Road of Knowledg in Man lies from the 
Senſes down to the Heart, and from thence up a— 
gain to the Mouth : That as it enter*d in by one Or- 
gan, It may come out at another, ; 

With the Heart Man belit ves, and with the Mouth 
Confeſſion is made unto Salvation. | 
I b:licy'd, and therefore have I ſroken. 

And this Belief proceeds from Knowledg : 
We know whom we worſhip > 
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(21) 
I know whom I have be lic ⁊ d. 
The neareſt Definition of Faith (next to it ſelf) 
ſeems to be, An Aſſent of the Mill, upon a Convidion 
of the Underſtanding. 

But now theſe Projectors of this implicit Faith, 
in the Intallibility of their own Church, drive their 
Creditors before them, making them break thro 
(or skip over) their Senſes, to force an Aſſent up- 
on their Will, without giving them Liberty or 
Leiſure to conſult their own Underſtandings, whe- 


ther the thiny propos'd be true or falſe. 


And, in tiuth, to me the Prieſts of Rome, in 
their Adminiltration of the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, act more like Apothecarics than 
Divines ; 

Taking and giving it in Pills and Potions, as the 
real El-ſh and Blood of Chriſt : | 

By which tiey would convert their Patients 
(with themlielve<) into Cannibals ; 

W ho having firſt imbib'd this previovs Opiate of 
Infallibility, to lull aſleep their Senſes (as being of 
no uſe in Religion) they ſwallow all the other Pills 
down whole atier ir, 

And with this Loddanum (prepar'd by the Devil, 
the Doctor of Lyes) have theſe Mountebanks of the 
World intoxicated Generations of Men and Wo— 
men, ot all Ranks, Degrees and Callings: 

Some of them (otherwiſe) of the beſt Senſe and 
Par s; | 

brave in their Natvre, generous in their Temper, 
honeſt Neighbours, and good Friends; — 

Juſt in their [ealings, courteous in Behaviour, 
and leaſant in their Converſation. 

But let all their other Accomoliſhments be what 
they will, they muſt all ſtand rcduc'd to one com- 
mon Level ia their Religion, 

To ad liks Madmen : 


For 


( 22) 

For what is the difference between one Man that 
_ loft his Senſes, and another that muſt not uſe 

em! 

Ede & Crede is the Word of Command. 

Ask no Queſtions in Religion. 

Believe neither Hands, Eyes, Ears, Touch or 
Taſte. 

But is not this the Reverſe of Knowledg ? 

And what is that but Nonſenſe ? 

Nor have I given theſe hard Names to their 
Prieſthood (as Quacks of the Devil) or to their 
Laity as Lunaticks, from any perſonal Hatred [ 
bear to the firſt, or Diſreſpect to the laſt ; 

But rather from a Rage with my ſelf, that I 
can't find out whence this Infatuation comes. 

'As indeed I am too apt to do, when hunting after 
a Key or a Paper that I can't find, I fall a curſing the 
poor Devil as the Thief or Conjurer, till | have 
convinc'd my ſelf that I have done him wrong, by 
finding at laſt the Key in my own Pocket, and 


(perhaps) the Paper in my own Hands all the 
while, 


But this ſeems to have been a little natural to 
better Men than I am. 

When the Galatians had firſt receiv'd the Goſ- 
pel, and were afterwards turning again to the Law 
of Works, 

The Apoſtle could aſcribe this Tack-about to no- 
thing but the Infatuation of the Devil, and ſo falls 
into an Exclamation: | 

O fooliſh Galatians ! who bath bewitc'd you ? that 
ye deſire again to be in Bondage. 

For in truth the Devil (being the Father of Lyes) 
all other Falſhoods do ſome way or other proceed 
from him, tho Man cannot perceive how. 

And (as it happens) this bewitch'd Tack-about, 
which the Galatians were then going to make, Is 
the very Hereſy of the Church of Rome 5 

Who 


(23) | 
Who make no other uſe of the Goſpel in thei? 
Religion, than the bare Name of Jeſus Chriſt in 
their Devotions : 


Forming the Scheme of their Salvation from a 
Journal of their own Works, 


And that kept too, upon the foot of a falſe 
Arithmetick ; 


Counting upon a Repetition of the ſame Words, 
as a Multiplication of Duty : 

As if a Man were the richer for telling over his 
own Mony. 


A Shilling counted twenty times is but twelve 
Pence, 


And Ave Maria repeated a hundred times, is but 
Ave Maria ſtill; 

And Pater noſter ſaid over never ſo often is but 
one Prayer. 

But all this adds to the Admiration ſtill, 

How this Heterodox Plan of Religion, 

Founded on a Fallacy, 

and 

Ending in a Jeſt, 
ſhould yet-prevail upon the World : 

Which I muſt therefore attribute, not to their 
Doctrine, but their Polit y. 

In the Conveniency of their Convents for the 
Maintenance and Education of Yorth ; 

There entering them into the Practice of their 
Religion (with an outward Shew of Devotion) 
before their adult Age of Capacity to form any 
Judgment of the Principles. 

And being thus once enter'd into a Religion (and 
taken a little Pains in it) they grow afterwards like 
a Defendant in Chancery, who, having heard his 
Anſwer read, ſaid, There were ſome things in it 
not true ; however, fince it was ingroſs'd, he would 
ſwear it as it was, rather than give the Clerk any 
trouble to alter it. 

BUT 
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Ur ſince they have done this good thing, to 
promote a bad Cauſe, 
| wiſh the Proteſtant Countries would think of 
ſome ſuch Conveniency to promote a good one. 
By which Proteſtant, 1 mean | 
The Church of England, fonnded npon the thir- 
ty nine Articles, and all other Proteſtant Churches 
in the World, who profeſs the Belief of their Sal- 
vation, by that Gift of God Jeſus Chriſt, in Prote- 
ſtation againſt the open and manifeſt Adherence to 
| the Law of Works by the Church of Rome. 
14 The firſt Teſt deliver'd out by the Apoſtles, to 
4 diſtinguiſh Chriſtians from Antichriſtians, was a 
1 Conteilion or Denial of Cbriſt come in the Fleſh. 
| Every Spirit that confeſſeth that Jeſus Chriſt is come 
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„ in the Fleſh, is of God; 
| And every Spirit that confeſſeth not that Jeſus Chriſt 
"v is come in the Fleſh, is not of God. | 
| And as they had receiv'd Inſtructions for this 
|| Teſt from that Rock of Truth, Thou art Criſt the 
1 Son of the Living God 
Af So they would never admit that broad Fonnda- 
| tion of Truth to be reduc'd into any narrower Com- 
5 paſs, by any Names or Diſtinctions in the Churches 
| of God. 
Nt When Paul and Peter had had ſome difterence 
1 (which was ſoon recoacil'd,) 
1 The Corinthians would preſently have ſplit it in- 
. to a faction, of Paulites and Peterites - 
bt | But Paul put a ſtop tothat, from an eternal Ar- 
* gument that will never be worn out; 
| Was Paul crucify'd for you or were ye baptiz'd 
in the name of Paul? 

All the Return that God demands, or that Man 
a give for Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, i is Thanks; 

Toanks 
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Thanks be to God through our Lord am Saviour 3 8 


ſus Cbriſt. 


Wherefore the naming of any other Mediators a2 


(or Mediums of Salvation) between God and Man, 
(whether Saints or Angels in Heaven, or Men or 
Things on Earth) is an ungrateful Detainer of 
part of that Thanks from God, by a Miſapplication 
of it to the Creatures. 0 

And that I may be explicit in this (for my ſelf 
at leaſt) the Abſtrat of my Creed is ſhort : 

I believe in Feſus Chriſt, who was deliver d for our 
Offences, and rais'd again for our Juſtification. | 

And if any Church or Aſſembly in the World 
(Claſſical or Lay) can convince me that they were 
thus crucify'd for me, I'll it1ike him out, and put 
them in. 

But till then will not interline any thing be- 
tween my Faith and him that died for me, and in 
whoſe Name I was baptized. 

And from his negative Principle againſt Diſ- 
tinctions in the Churches of Chriſt, Paul left it as 
his Recommendation to them all, To ſirive together 
for the Faith of the Goſpel. 

In which there is neither Jew nor Greek, Barba- 
rian, Scythian, Bond or Free, being all one in Christ, 
one Fold under one Shepherd, 

(And hence Paul, as much as he well could, 
declin'd to baptize with his own Hands, leſt they 
ſhould name him in their Religion.) 

And thus it laſted while the Apoſtles were the 
Preachers of the Goſpel : 

But Tempora mutantur, Time ſeems to have 
chang'd that Complexion. 

And inſtead of friving together for the Faith of 
the Goſpel (againſt the common Oppoſers of it,) 
We ſeem rather to be ſtriving aſunder what to 
call it. 
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And in this Conteſt we have ty*d our ſelves 
(like Sampſon's Foxes) Tail to Tail, to burn our 
own Corn. 

This is one of the Days of the Diviſion of five 
predicted by our Saviour, 

But whoever comes by the worſt in the Scoffle, 
they that have given the firſt Occaſion of the Of- 
fence, ſtand accountable to God for. the Conſe- 
quences, 

But ſhovld I launch out that way here, I ſhould 
Tun into a Diviſion againſt my ſelf, 

By wandring from my preſent Theme of the true 
Nature of Faith. 

To return to which: If the Patriots of this Im- 
plicit Faith would ſhelter themſelves fer it under 
the Umbrage of our Saviour's Sayings : 

For tranſplanting Trees and Mountains into the Sea 
by a Grain of Faith (as of a Muſtard- Seed, ) 

As if it were in the Nature of Faith to do all 
things immediately without a Medium 

Or as if any ſort of Faith would ſerve for all 
ſort of Buſineſs. 

Both theſe Gloſſes or ConſtruQions are the direct 
Reverſe of thoſe Texts. | 

For this Grain of Faith is elſewhere (by the Spi- 
rit of God in Paul) calPd All Faith : 


Tho I bad All Faith, ſo that I could remove Moun- 
tains. 


Whereby it ſeems that this One Grain is an Ab- 


ſtract of the Whole of Faith. 


And Faith being the Reſult of Knowledg, this 
All Faith muſt be the Reſult of the Knowledg of all 


Science (both in Heaven and Earth.) 


And then *cis rational to conceive that whoever 
could attain to that univerſal Knowledg, it would 
be eaſy and natural for him, both to believe and to 
do thoſe now-ſeeming impollible Things. ; 


But 


(27) 

But this univerſal Knowledg being not attain- 
able by Man, 

This All Faith is not imitable or to be attempted 
by him. 

The extreme Notions in any Science, tho they 
are ſutable to the Students Underſtanding, accor- 
ding to the Rules in that Science ; 

Yet they are not practicable by them. 

From the Study and Theory of the Mathema- 
ticks *tis rational to conceive that the whole World 
is movable by the Strength of a Hair, and the 
Force of a Man's Breath : 

And yet the Practice of it is not to be attempted 
by Man, for want of a place to ſtand in far enough 
diſtant from the Center, without which the thing 
cannot be thought feaſible. 

But yet this Conception gives us a juſt Admira- 
tion of the Power and Wiſdom of the Author of 
Nature and Ruler of the World, who fitting upon 
the Circle of the Heavens, can reign the Earth 
with a twined Thred. 

And therefore our Saviour did not mention this 
extreme Notion of Faith as a thing to be attempted 
by Man, 

But having before reported to his Auditors ſome 
leſs degrees of Faith, both neceſſary for them and 
attainable by them; 

And they receiving that Report (with admira- 
tion) as incredible things : 

Our Saviour, to take off that Wonder, names 
this extreme Notion of Faith, as a thing much more 
ſtrange than all the former, and yet not ſtranger 
than true, 

And thus while they ſtood in admiration at him 
for having rais'd ſome of the Dead, and promiſing 
to raiſe more ; 

Marvel not at this (faith he) for the hour is coming 
when all that are in the Graves ſhall hear my Voice and 
come forth. e And 


(28) 

And tho this extreme Notion of Faith be out of 
the reach of our Practice, 

Yet it doth not out- go our Reaſon, according to 
the Rules of Faith. | 

For as every Faith (or Credit) that a Man hath 
attain'd to, is the Reſult of ſome Knowledg or o- 
ther; ſo that whoever hath attain'd that Knowledg | 
hath that Faith (for whatever a Man knows, he | 
cannot but believe :) | 

So this All Faith being the Reſult of all Knowledg, | 
"tis eaſy to conceive that whoever had once at- 
tain'd to all that Knowledg, nothing could be dif- 
ficult to him. 

And thus, tho this extreme Notion in the Science | 
of Faith be intelligible only and not imitable, ö 

Yet the leſſer degrees of Knowledg in that | 
Science are both intelligible and imitable. 

But this Knowledg is acquir'd by taking in the 
firſt Notices of Things at our Senſes, which having 
an immediate Communication with the intellectual 
Faculties, do hand thoſe Notices down to them as | 
faſt as they receive them. | 

And thus the Ear is ſaid to lay Words, by re- 
porting them to the Underſtanding, and leaving | 
them to be judg'd of there. | 

And hence Man is call'd a rational Creature, not | 
from acting without his Senſes, 

But as making his Appeal from his Senſes to his 
_ Underſtanding as the ultimate Judg, 

And thus tho there have been Inſtances in the 
World of ſome born blind, and ſome born deaf, 
and ſome born dumb, and ſome born deaf and 
dumb; | N 
Yet [never heard or read of an Inſtance of one 
born both deaf and blind, 

Nor can conceive how Man could be capable of 
Kaowledg under ſuch a double Incapacity. 


. The 
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(29) 
The Spirit of God (by John) hath left a mighty 


prolifick Expreſſion of the Way and Manner of 


Communication of Science unto Man : 
What we bave ſeen and beard, and our Hands have 
handled of the Word of Life, that declare we unto you. 
W hat we have firſt taken in by our own Senſes, 
and by Thought and Study have converted into 
Knowledg within our ſelves ; | 
That we now deliver out again to your Senſes, 


that you by like Thought and Study may alſo turn 
the ſame to Knowledg within your ſelves : 


And ſo hand it down from one to another, to 
the continual Edifying the Churches of God; 

Every one adding ſomething of his own Thoughts 
to what he before receiv'd: 

Whereby the Word (like Corn ſown) grows 


more prolifick every time the Seed is caſt into the 
Ground. 


By which Climax in Learning *tis natural to ſup- 
poſe, that the Succeſſion of Students may and ought 
to be wiſer than their Teachers: 


Dodior indigne, per quem non doctior alter. 


And therefore whatever Churches or Aſlemblies 
do attempt to put a Reſtraint upon this Prolifick- 
neſs of the Word of God in the World, 

They do hereby act reverſe to all our Saviour's 
Parables and Reſemblances of it; as Muſtard-Secd 
planted, Corn ſown, and Leven intus'd: 

And do attempt thereby (as much as in them 
lies) to fetter the Spirit of God ; 

Of which the Church of Rome are the Ring- 
leaders, 

. Locking him up (as they fancy) under the Keys 
of their own Church; 

That as they have no occaſion for him themſelves, 
they may alſo render him uſeleſs to others: 


They 


(30) 
They enter not in themſelves, and they that would 
enter in they binder. 


Re 


UT *tis given out that their Prieſts are now 

hard at work again in writing Books in de- 
fence of their Church, and to make it as plain as 
a Pike-Staff that the Proteſtant Religion is a Hereſy 
deriv'd from Judas Iſcarior. 

With all my heart! I am no more afraid of the 
coming out of Popiſh Books, than the Lord Mayor 
was of the ſtarting of a Hare. 

(Tho I don't deſire the Authors ſhould bring *em 
to Dover, unleſs they'l firſt ſubje& themſelves to be 
ſearch'd at Calais for Fire- balls.) 

And indeed he muſt be but a Cockny in his own 
Religion, that is afraid of Books in any other. 

Not but that there is extant on Record an Apo- 
ſtolical Precedent for burning wicked Books: 

Acts 19. And many that believed came and con- 
feſſed and ſhewed their Deeds: Many alſo of them that 
uſed curious Arts, brought their Books together, and 
burned them before all Men ;, and they counted the Price 
of them, and found it 50000 Pieces of Silver : ſo 
mightily grew. the Word of God, and prevail d, 

Here's the greateſt Bonfire of Books that ever I 
heard of. 

But who were the Executioners ? 

Not Sheriffs nor their Hangmen : 

But the Owners themſelves, who had uſed 'em, 
(and perhaps ſome that wrote 'em.) \ 

By the Moſaical Law, the Witneſſes againſt a 
Criminal (who had ſeen the Fact) were to caſt the 
firſt Stone : | 

so here the Spirit of God, by the Preaching of 
the Apoſtles, having convicted the Conſciences of 
the Auditors of their former Deluſions, they all 

came 


1 


came in together as voluntary Witneſſes againſt 
themſelves; and in deteſtation of their former 
Works of the Devil, brought their Conjuring-Books 
with them, and there burat them with their own 
hands before the face of all then preſent. 


And by this alſo (indeed) the Apoſtles have left 
themſelves as a Precedent for Perſecutors of He. 
reſy. 

Oaly they us'd a different way of Torture from 
thoſe that have ſucceeded them. 

The Prieſts of Rome firſt ſer fire to the Skin; 

But the Apoſtles always gave the firſt Prick at 
the Heart, 

Acts 2. Now when they beard this, they were prick'd 
at the heart, and ſaid unto Peter and the reſt of the 
Apoſtles, Men and Brethren, what ſhall we do ? 

And thus the Apoſtles by that firſt Sermon (af- 
ter our Saviour's Aſcenſion) ſtab'd 3000 Hereticks 
at once; 8 | | 

And Peter and John about 5000 more at their 
next. 

Now let but the modern Proſecutors of He- 
reſy give the Heretick one home Thruſt at the 
Heart, by convincing his Conſcience from the Word 
of God that he is in the wrong; 

And he'l let fall his Pen, and run and fetch his 
own Books, and as a Witneſs againſt himſelf, be 
the firſt Man in the world to ſet em on fire with 
his own hands, and ſave the Hangman a labour, 

And (to give all Men their due) I can't but 
mention what ſeems to me a laudable Cuſtom io 
the Jewiſh Synagogues 3 

That after the Services of their own Church 
were over (by reading of the Law and the Prophets ) 


their Pulpits were left free for any other Preachers 
of Religion : 


Acts 


j 
| 
| 
| 
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Acts 15. And after the reading of the Law and the 
Prophets, the Rulers of the Synagogue ſent unto them, 
ſaying, Ye Men and Brethren, if ye have any Word of 
Exhortation for the People, ſay on. 

By which Admiſſion the Chriſtian Religion was 
at firſt by our Saviour himſelf, and afterwards by 
his Apoſtles, preach'd unto the World, before 
there were any other fix'd Congregations for it. 

Tho after that, when the Prieſts found the Apo- 


ſtles had and would out-preach them, they fell 


foul on *em, and pull'd *em ont by head and ears. 

But by this they gain'd no Credit to their own 
Church, but rather a Diſtruſt that they could not 
maintain it any longer againſt the Apoſtles Doc- 
trine. | 

And therefore the great Civilian, Gamaliel, ad- 
vis'd 'em to let the Apoſtles alone: | 

For (ſaid he) of this Counſel or Work be of Men, 
it will come to nought (of it ſelf; ) 

But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it, leſt 
happily ye be found even to fight againſt God. Tis 
bard to kick againſt the Pricks, 

Nor indeed will the burning of Books cancel the 
Contents of 'em. 

When the old Book-burners had got a parcel of 
combuſtible Stationers-Ware out of PauPs Church- 
yard, and ſet them on fire in Smithfield, they fancy'd 
they had burnt the Bible. 

But this their way was their Folly ; 

For the Word of God is a Salamander : 

Not all the Cedars of Jebanon, nor the Trees of 


the Foreſt of Carmel, no nor all the Flames of 


Mount Atna, can extinguiſh one Word of the 
Old or New Teſtament : | 

Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, but my Mord 
ſhall not paſs away. | 

And indeed there ſeems but one effectual way to 
cancel any Books | 


To 


oa «a 


a4” ws © two. 


A. . a 


('33) 
To get the people never to read dem. 
From which Maxim, the Poet bid defiance to the 
World to cancel what he had wrote: 


——2uos nec Jovis ira, nec ignes, 
Nec poterit ferrum, nec dax abolere vetuftas ; B 
Ore legar Populi. — | 


By which Quotation, I am not exalting my ſelf 
with that great Poet (and Prophet too) as fancying 
to be famous by the Report of a few of my own 
Words : 

But if what I was then accus'd for, had never 
been read; 

What I now publiſh, could never have been wrote. 

Therefore if any Miſchief comes on it, let the 
Readers bear the blame of this, as 1 did of that. 

For in truth what 1 now do in publiſhing that 
Defence, is to gratify ſome Demands made upon 
me as a Right to the Werld ; to make my Defence 
as publick as my Accuſation. 

And I alſo think I may claim the ſame as a Right 
to my ſelf : 

For my Arraignment and Condemnation being 
made publick, I ſeem to have a Right as a Crimi- 
nal (whether I could claim it as a Member or no) 
to add my Defence. 

For that tho then being a Member, I was admit- 
ted to that Defence in my place; 

Yet I ſo made it in the nature of a Plea to an 
Arraignment, as if I had been at their Bar : and 
as ſuch, it was then no Debates of that Houſe, nor 
is the publiſhing of it now any Breach of their Pri- 
vilege (as I humbly apprehend.) 

And therefore | have endeavour'd as well as I 
can to comply with the Importunity of them that 


deſire it, 
4 By 


. : 


By which I have preſented my Readers with a 
Maidenhead, being the firſt thing (of its kind) 


that ever I did as I was bid. 


And after all, I eſteem what I now do rather a 
thing of Curioſity than Neceſſity. 

For 'tis not the Defence of any Poſition that 
alters the Right or Wrong of it. 

A bad Cauſe may be well defended, and a good 


one loſt for want of it: 


But that muſt proceed from ſome Deceptio Viſus 
upon the Judges. 

For Truth it ſelf is abſolute and inflexible, and 
cannot be wreſted into Falſhood : 

And the Reverſe of this, is true of a Dye; 
which tho never ſo well told, or turn'd into ever 
ſo many ſhapes, remains a Lye ſtill. 

Therefore if my Argument were falſe, it is not 
any Defence I then did or now could make to it, 
can convert it into Truth: 

For that reaſon alſo I am not much concern'd, 
whether what I now report be a literal Repetition 
of what I then ſaid; ; | 

Nor matters that to my ſelf or the Reader, 
whether it be or not : 

For 'tis not what I did ſay, but what I might 
have ſaid, or what the Argument it ſelf will bear. 

And therefore I keep an Anſwer ready for any 
one that contradicts me, as a falſe Reporter: 

What I did not ſay then, I ſay now. 

Nor dol call it a Repetition, being of a thing 
now near five Years lince ; 

And in which I then took no. other Aſſiſtance 
but the under-ſtroking (in one of the Books I held 
in my hand) the particular Paragraphs to which 
the Exceptions were taken, by the Report of the 
Committee. | | 

But l' endeavour to purſue the Method I then 
took, of which (with ſeveral, if not moſt of 77 

Xe. 


(35). 

Expreſſions) I have ſtill a Memory. | 
And if I have omitted ſome things, and added 

others, the Readers muſt e en put one againſt t'o- 

ther ; like a certain Member that excus'd himſelf 

for voting wrong in one Queſtion, by voting right 

in another. 


And if after this long Introduction, the mali- 
cious Queſtion ſhould come out, 


Quid dignum tanto feret bic promiſſor biatu ? 


I muſt give much ſuch an Anſwer as King Charles 
the Second's Taylor did, when his Majeſty ask'd 
him what he was uſed to ſay to the Prieſt when he 
went to Confeſſion : An pleaſe your Majeſty, I tell 
bim I am a Taylor. 

Now an pleaſe my Readers, I am an Author 
And you muſt know that we Authors, when once 
we put Pen to Paper (like that or other Taylors 
that can't make Bills without putting in Buckram) 
can ſcarce tell a Man what a clock tis, without alſo 
entertaining him with ſome Tale of the Planets, or 
Lecture upon the Zodiack, (if he'll ſtay to hear us.) 
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THE 


DEFENCE 


N an n Interval of Privilege in 1797. IVES un- 

der an Arreſt, I remov'd my 5 by Habeas 

Corpus to the Fleet. | 

In the Seſſion following, upon Application 

to the Houſe, I was by their Order demanded out 

of Cuſtody (by their Serjeant at Arms with the 
Mace) on Tueſday 16 Decemb. 1707, 

And took my place in the Houſe on the morrow. 

But between my Application and Diſcharge, 
there was an Accuſation brought into the Houſe 
againſt me, as Author of a Treatiſe (publiſh'd ſe- 
ven years before) intitled, An Argument proving 
that according to the Covenant of eternal Life reueal d 
in the Scriptures, Man may be tranſlated from hence 
into that eternal Life without paſſing thro Death, altho 
the human Nature of Chriſt bimſelf could not be thus 
tranſtated till be bad paſſed thro Death. 

And a Committee being appointed to examine 
it, the Chairman had reported ſeveral Paragraphs 
therein, (afterwards reſolved Profane and Blaſphemous, 
highly reflecting upon the Chriſtian Religion.) 

Thurſday, 18 Decemb. 1707. was appointed for 
hearing my Defence : 

For which Il attended in my place. 

When the Report was read : 


And 


(35) 
And the Chairman moving for me to withdraw ; 
To prevent his Motion being ſeconded and pur 
to the Queſtion, 
I ſtood up and made my Defence to the Purport 
following. 


Mr. Speaker, 


H1S Day calls me to ſomething I am both 
unapt and averſe to, Preaching. 

For tho (as you ſee) I have vented ſome of my 
Thoughts in Religion; 

Yet I appeal to my Converſation, whether I uſe 
to make that the Subject of my Diſcourſe. 

However, that I may not let this Accuſation go 
againſt me by a Nibil dicit, I ſtand up to make my 
Defence. 

I have heard it from without doors, that I in- 
tended to withdraw my-ſelf from this Day s Teſt, 
and be gone. 

Which would have given them that ſaid it an op- 


portunity to boaſt, That they bad once ſpoke Truth. 


But (quo me fata ruunt) I'll give no man occa- 
ſion to write Fugam fecit upon my Grave-ſtone. 

To be ſure the Argument I have advanc'd (and 
which now lies before you) ſeems a little more fo- 
reign than ordinary, elſe this Houſe had had ſome 
other Buſineſs for this Day. 

And having been ask'd more than twice (with 
Admiration of Friends and Foes) How ſuch a thing 
could come into my Head ? 

I have intended (as part of my Defence) to 


make as candid a Narrative as I can of the Hiſto- 


rical part of this Production. 

How it came into my Head ; 

And after that (as well as I can) how it came 
out of my Head : 


And 


— 
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And after that, Ill ron to trace it, = 
it came into this Houſe. 

How *twill come out a . begin to gueſs; 3 
= that the Houſe knows (at preſent) better than 
I do. 


I thank God I had a Religious Education by ho- 
neſt Parents, from whom I early learnt the Letters 
of the Scripture. 

And my further Education in the World led me 
into the Congregations, ſometimes of the Church of 
England, and ſometimes of the Diſſenters, (of nei- 
ther of which I repent.) 

But about the time of my Admiſſion to the Bar, 
I met with a great Loſs from an Adventure I had 
made, with an Intent to have rais'd my Fortune. 

This put me under a voluntary Confinement to 

my Chamber in the Temple for ſome years : 

Where with ſome few Books of the Law (tho 
more than I ever read) I had a Book of Law and 
Goſpel both, which we call the Bible, 


[Fuſt as I ſaid this Word, the Black Rod knock'd 
at the door And upon Return of the Houſe, the 
Speaker calling to me to go on, I proceeded.] 


I was ſaying I had a Bible : 

And upon ſome Reviews of it, I obſery'd ſeve- 
ral things which I had not before. 

And more eſpecially that particular Text from 
whence I trac'd out this Argument as warranted 
from it (as I really did and do believe :) 

I am the Reſurrection and the Life, 

He that believeth in me, tho be were dead, be ſhall 

live, 

And be that liveth and believeth in me ſhall neuer 

" 
And thus this Thought firſt came into my Head. 


But 


But after this, it was a great while a coming 
out. . | e EI 
I was long afraid of my own Thoughts, leſt 


they were my own only; and as ſuch, a Deluſion. 


However, [I began to try them with Pen, Ink, 
and Paper: i 11185 
And thinking as I wrote that they ſeem'd ſome- 


thing plainer and plainer every time I went over 


them, | 

I reſolv'd to form them into an Argument, to ſee 
how they would bear upon the proof: 

Till at laſt I had tranſcrib'd what I am now ac- 
cus'd of. 

But writing an ill hand, I reſolv'd on a further 


Experiment to ſee how what I had wrote would 
look in Print. 


On this I gave the Printer my Copy, with Mony 
for his own Labour, to print off ſome few for my 
ſelf, and keep the Preſs ſecret. | 

But 1 remember before he got half way thro, 
he told me his Men fancy'd I was a little craz'd : 

In which I alſo fancy'd he ſpoke. one word for 
them and two for himſelf. 

However | bid him go on. 

And at laſt it had ſo rais'd his Fancy, that he 
deſir'd my leave to print off one Edition at the 
riſque of his own Charge, ſaying, He thought ſome 
of the Anabaptiſts would believe it firſt, or ſome 
ſuch word. x 

I being juſt then going for Ireland, admitted 
him; with this Injunction, That he ſhould not 
publiſh them till I was got clear out of Middleſex. 

Which I believe he might obſerve : tho by what 
I heard afterwards, they were all about Town by 
that time I got to St. Albans. 4 

And the Book was in Ireland almoſt as ſoon as I 
was (fora Man's Works will follow him) with a 
noiſe after me, that 1 was gone away mad. 


And 
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And there I receiv'd the firſt Rebukes from my 
Friends; and amongſt the reſt, that it would pre- 
vent my Practice, | 

* really (as it happen'd) I think it promo- 
ted it. 

For People coming into Court, to ſee me as a 
Monſter, and hearing me talk like a Man, I ſoon 
fell into my ſhare of Practice with them that were 
known before me. 

But having laid out my Acquiſitions there in a 
Purchaſe, and being choſen a Member of that Houſe 
of Commons; 

And the Seſſions being begun while I was in Auun- 
ſter, I met the News on the Road that my Book 
was burat by Order of the Houſe. 

Then I knew all the reſt, 

However, I took the Oaths, and my Place in the 
Houſe, till | was expel'd in four days. 

And about four days after, a Petition was deli- 
ver'd to the Houſe againſt me, as having purchas'd 
Lord Kenmare's forfeited Eſtate (with my own Mo- 
ny) for ſome other People. 

But they could not tel] who, and ſo their Peti- 
tion was rejected, and their Evidence laugh'd at. 

But by this I found that I had not been expel'd 
the Houſe for my Book, but for my Bargain, which 
ſome thought too good for me. 

Good or bad, I bought it fairly, and got the 
Purchaſe-Mony honeſtly. 

But I can obſerve ſome of the ſame Perſons that | 
had a hand in that Petition, now are ſolliciting in — 
your Lobby with my Book about 'em. | 

And thus I have trac'd it into my Head and out 
of my Head: : | 

And into Jreland, and back again into your Lobby. 

But how it came into your Houſe (and juſt at 
this time too) your worthy Chairman knows beſt. 


F This 
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This is now the fourth Parliament in which I 
have had the Honour to be a Member of this Houſe 
with that Gentleman, ſince I publiſn'd this Argu- 
ment (which hath not remain'd a Secret.) 

And I have alſo formerly had the Honour of 
that intimate Converſation with him, that I once 
thought (and fo did others too) that he would not 
have been the laſt to read what I wrote. 

Therefore I might wonder that his Zeal had not 
been ſooner kindled, but that indeed I have ob- 
ſerv'd ſome Conſciences ſeem to have been turn'd 
infide out more than once in four Parliaments. 

However ſince he hath been pleas'd to ſay as if 
this TraQ of mine never before fell under his Ob- 
ſervation, I give him my intire Credit in it, con- 
trary to my own Opinion; (tho you ſee I believe 
what no one elſe doth.) 

However be that as*twill : 

Here it is now, and I am demanded to anſwer it, 

And I do acknowledg the Juſtice and Candour 
of this Houſe, in admitting me to that Defence, 
before they proceed to any further Cenſure than 
the Report of the Committee, 


W hich is what I was prevented todo in another 
Houſe : 


Who having condemn'd and executed the Book 
without hearing me, | 

There was nothing left between that and my 
Expulſion, but to prove me the Author: 

Which no ane can think I intended to diſown, 
when [ had publiſh'd it with my Name to it. 

Yer as it happen'd, I had then an Opportunity 
to put them upon the proof of it. 
The Printer having ſold off his firſt Edition, 
broke the Preſs. 

And the [Demands for more putting him upon a 


ſecond, he committed in that above thirty Erratas 
from the firſt. 


And 
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And my Accuſer in Ireland (who 1 hear is ſince 
promoted Secretary to the French Prophets) hav- 
ing one of this ſecond Edition in his hand, de- 
manded of me a Categorical Anſwer, Whether [ 
was the Author ? 

To which I reply'd, That I was Author of a 
Treatiſe written upon that Argument : 

But that if I muſt be Categorical, what he then 
ſhew'd me was not a Print from my Copy. 

And therefore ſince he had accus'd me of (a 
Crime higher than High Treaſon) Blaſphemy ; 

I did demand it as the Juſtice of the Houſe, 
that they would not admit any leſs Evidence to con- 
vict me of this Crime, than if I ſtood indicted of 
High Treaſon, 
| Upon this, up ſtood two Volunteer Evidence. 

The firſt a Gentleman of the Law, who at my 
coming to JTreland (about three Years before) had 
| invited me to dine with him at his own Houſe, 
| (where I never was either before or after.) 
And his Evidence was, That there was then ſome 
jocular Diſcourſe about a Book, 
The other was a Member (with whom I had a 
Suit of Law) and his Evidence was, That J bad 
turn'd about upon my heel, and ſaid I bad wrote a Book, 
and did not care who knew it. 
And upon this Evidence I was expel'd that Houſe 
for Blaſphemy. | 
But mine happens to be an old Caſe. 


When Naboth was envy'd for his Vineyard, the | 
Crime invented to take it from him, was Blaſ- | 
phemy. 
And the Conviction was by two ſhort Evidences : 
) Naboth blaſphem'd God and the King. 
But tho my Accuſation before this Houſe be now 
, the ſame as was then before that; 
d Yet | have not (nor ought) to put this Houſe 


| to the trouble of Evidence of the Fact, ſince they 
= Sa | E 2 have 
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have been pleas'd to admit me to a Defence, be- 
fore they proceed to a Judgment of the Crime, 

And this throws me directly upon this Defence 
to defend my ſelf (as well as 1 can) againſt the 
Accuſation, by ſhewing that this Fact ſo done by me 
doth not amount to the Crimes charg*d upon me for it. 

I find the Report of the Committee (now before 
you) is not level'd at the Argument it ſelf which 
I have advanc'd ; 

Nor yet againſt the Treatiſe I have publiſh'd to, 
prove it: 

But againſt ſome Expreſſions I have us'd in that 


Proof, 


And which 1 intend to give particular An- 
ſwers to. 

But there is ſomething elſe laid to my charge 
(as my Delign in publiſhing that Argument) of 
higher Concern to me than any Expreſlions in the 
Treatiſe, or any Cenſure that can fall on me for it. 

As it I had wrote it, with a malicious Intention 
to expoſe the Scriptures as falſe, becauſe they . 
to contain what | have aſſer ted. 

And that therefore if that Aſſertion did not bold 
true, the Scripture muſt be falſe. | 

Now whether this was my Intention or no, there 
is but one Witneſs in Heaven or Earth can prove : 

And that is he that made me, 

And in whoſe Preſince I now ſtand ; 

And who is able to ſtriłke me dead in my place. 

And to him I now appeal for the Truth of what 
I proreſt againſt: 

That never did write or publiſh that Argu- 
ment or Treatiſe upon it, with any Intention to 
e: pole the Scriptures. | 

But on the contrary (tho I was aware that I 
might be liable to that Cenſure, and which I knew 
not how to avoid) I did both write and publiſh 
it, under a firm Belief of the Truth of the Scrigtures - 


And 
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And with a Belief (under that) That what 1 
have aſſerted in that Argument, is within that 
Truth. | 

And if it be not, then lam miſtaken in my Ar- 
gument, and the Scripture remains true: 

Let God be true, and every Man a Lyar, 

And having made this Proteſtation, I am not 
much concern'd whether I am believ'd in it or no. 

I had rather tell a Truth, than be believ'd in a 
Lye at any time, 

But having made this Proteſt againſt an Accuſa. 
tion greater than the Charge in the Report, 

*Tis time for me to come to the Report it ſelf. 

But by what I apprehend from the nature of the 
Exceptions thereby taken, 


1 may firſt offer one general Anſwer to moſt, if 


not all of *em, before I deſcend to Particulars, 
I do own that in that Treatiſe (the Subject 


whereof relates to eternal Salvation) J have uſed 


ſome familiar Expreſſions of common things. 

W hich 1 did with intent to be ſooner read, and 
more readily underſtood : 

All Men in the World being (in this thing) like 
Children ; | 

Moſt affected with what is ſpoken in their own 
Dialect. 

From whence any one of our Saviour's ſhort 
Parables, in comparing the Kingdom of God to 
ſmall and trivial things, hath prov'd more inſtruc- 
tive in Religion and Morality, than all the Works 
and Orations of the learned Philoſophers. 

And hence Paul excuſeth himſelf nat only for 
common, but rude Expreſhons : I am rude in Speech, 
but 1 ſpeak after the manner of Men. 

And having thus guarded my ſelf with this ge- 
neral Protection, 


I will 


} 
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I will go over evcry Paragraph in the Report, 
and give ſome particular Anſwer to what 1 ap- 
prehend to be the Exceptions taken to them, 


The firſt Paragraph excepted to, is in pag. 7. 

Nom the Aſſertion of Cbriſt concerning bimſelf was, 
That Man by him may live for ever. | 

And this is that JMagnetick, that bath drawn the 
World after him. 

Anſw. That he did ſo aſſert himſelf, no one can 
deny, without denying the Scriptures, 

Therefore the Exception muſt run agaipſt the 
Conſequence which 1 have drawn from it, That 
this is that Magnetick which bath drawn the World 
after him. | | 

Now had the worthy Chairman but taken in the 
two next Paragraphs with that he hath excepted to, 
he had found an Inſtance of what I ſaid in our Sa- 


viour's own Diſciples ; who, when he ask'd them, 


Whether they would leave bim? they for Reply ask'd 
him again, Whither ſhall we go? Thou ba#t the Words 
of eternal Life, 

Which no one elſe pretends to. 

And our Saviour himſelf elſewhere declar?d that 
he would never have expected to have been be- 
liev'd on as the Meſſiab, if he had not done more 
than all that came before him : | 

If 1 bad not done among them the. Works which none 
other did, they had not had Sin. 

And he himſelf is elſewhere taken notice of, as 
having an Eye to the Recompence of Reward : 

Who for the Joy that was ſet before him, endur d the 
Croſs, and deſpis'd the Shame. | 


And after this, I hope *tis no Affront to ſuppoſe , 


the worthy Chairman himſelf (without being a 
Mercenary) expects ſome Reward or other for this 
day's Service: For doth any Man ſerve God for 


nought ? 
a The 
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The ſecond is in pag. 8. 


Now if thoſe Words of bis are Words only, then was 
he an Impoſtor, and his Doctrine is falſe. 

But if this Aſſertion of bimſelf be true, That Man 
by bim may live for ever, then all our Attempts be- 
neath this are mean and cowardly, as counting our 
ſelves unworthy of eternal Life. 

Anſw. From hence the worthy Chairman was 
pleas'd to ſay that I calld our Saviour an Im- 
poſtor. 


But now ſee how he hath drawn the Conviction 
upon himſelf. 

What 1 have firſt ſaid, is no more than that if 
our Saviour's Words are not true, they are falſe. 

And will any one deny that? 

And this was the Teſt that he had put upon him- 
ſelf, Which of you convinceth me of Sin ? 
But I thank God I have not taken that Con- 
viction upon me, to ſay that what he hath ſaid is 

falſe, and that therefore he is an Impoſtor : 

But on the contrary, have made it the whole 
Drift of my Treatiſe to depend upon his Word as 
Truth, | 

Therefore the worthy Chairman accuſing me of 
calling our Saviour Impoſtor, cannot maintain that 
Accuſation, without concluding in himſelf that 
what our Saviour hath ſaid is falſe. @ 

Ergo, He is Witneſs againſt himſelf, that be bath 
call d our Saviour an Impoſtor. 

With which I do not yet recrimimate him, be- 
cavſe I wot he did it ignorantly. 

But had not his Zeal ſtifled his Charity, he would 
not have inverted my words to charge me with 


that from them, which is no ways contain'd in 


them. 


The 
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The third is in pag. 24 

Such was the Death of Chriſt without a Precedent, 
without a Name, without a Reaſon, without a Cauſe : 

They hated me without a Cauſe. 


But they were all againſt him, becauſe God was a- | 


gainſt him. 

Now I can't conceive that this Exception is to 
the firſt words of the Paragraph, which I have 
well avouch'd from our Saviour's Vindication of 
himſelf: They bated me without a Cauſe. 

Therefore I muſt apply the Exception to the laſt 
words; But they were all againſt bim, becauſe God 
was againſt him. 

Anſw, Now if this Saying wants any Explana- 
tion from me, I did and do mean by it, That the 
Will of God was ſo determin'd and reſolv'd for 
the offering up of the eternal Sacrifice of his own 
Son as a Ranſom for the World, that all the other 
Power in Heaven and Farth could not oppoſe it. 

Father, if it be thy Will, let this Cup paſs from me. 

But it was evident that it was not his Will; for 
that that Cup did not paſs from him. 

But if this Evidence by way of Argument will 
not ſatisfy the worthy Chairman, without ſome 
direct Expreſſion that God was then againſt his 
own Son, as it happens I can quote him two in 
one Text: 


Awake, O Sword, againſt my Shepherd, and againſt 


the Man that is my Fellow, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 

Now | leave it to the worthy Chairman to find 
out another Fellow for the Lord of Hoſts than that 
Emanuel; and if he can't, then I have avouch'd 
that Allertion, That God was againſt him, 


The fourth is in pag. 30. 

Men charge Cod as an Humouriſt for condemning 
the whole Race of Mankind for ſo ſmall an Offence as 
eating a little forbidden Fruit. 


Anſw. 


innere 


. (49) 

Anſw. Now I cannot find where to apply the 
Exception, but to the word Humour iſt. 

And as to that, I am not ſetting up for an In- 
former, nor did I ever hear any Man or Woman 
call God Humouriſt. if 

Nor have I ſaid that I did. / 

Bat that they have charg'd him as a Humouriſt, I 
have more than once heard. | 

The Fall of Man being recorded to us in the 
Bible, we give our ſilent Aſſent to it in our Reli- 
gious Congregations and publick Aſſemblies. | 

But by following ſome of the ſame Men into 
their familiar Converſations, we may hear this 
Hiſtory of the Fall treated as a Romance, rather 
than a ſacred Record, 

And that I have from hence collected this word 


Humouriſt, J am excus'd at leaſt (if not juſtify'd) 


by a harder Expreſſion than this uſed by Paul The 
Fooliſhneſs of God. | 

By which he himſelf did not charge God with 
Fooliſhneſs, nor yet offer'd himſelf an Evidence 
againſt any one elſe that ſaid ſo. 

But having by Converſation found that Men (by 
a half reading of the Scriptures) did look upon the 
Ceremonies and Sacrifices of the Moſaical Law as 
trivial and inſignificant things, and from thence 
ſeem to charge God with Folly for commanding 
them : 

Therefore to anſwer them in their own Lan- 
guage, he told them what they thought Fooliſhneſs 
was wiſer than all their Wiſdom : The Fooliſhneſs of 
God is wiſer than the Wiſdom of Man. | 

And to imitate Paul as well as I could in this 
way, my next Paragraph is to turn the Fool upon 
Man; As being ignorant of the Laws of Honour and 
Gratitude, by which the ſlighter the thing demanded 
is, the greater the Affront in refuſing it. 


G 5 But 
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But by cutting Texts and Paragraphs into two in 

the middle, the worthy Chairman might have 

charg'd the Penmen of the Scripture it ſelf with 
Blaſphemy. | 


The fifth is in pag. 35. 

Had Chriſt thus become Man, and died and roſe a- 
gain all voluntarily, to try an Experiment, be bad only 
ſaved bis own Life, and left all the World to ſhift for 
themſelves. 

But this would have been Knight- Errantry in tempt- 
115 . againſt wbich be bath ſufficiently declar d 
imſelf. : 
+28 9 Now I cannot conceive how the Excep- 
tion can lie againſt the Argument, 

Therefore | muſt apply it to the Expreſſion of 
Knight Errantry, which is the bazarding of a Man's 
Perſons only to ſhew his Parts or Activity to the Specta- 
8 22 doing any good by it either to them or 

imſelf. 

; a Piece of this Knight-Errantry was once 
propos'd to our Saviour by the Devil : 

If thou be the Son of God, caſt thy ſelf down from 
bence; for it is written, He ſhall give bis Angels charge 
over thee, leſt at any time thou daſh thy Foot againſt 
a Stone, 

But our Saviour convicted this to be falſe Lo- 
pick, as a falſe Concluſion drawn from true Pre- 
miſes. 

For that tho Chriſt was the Son of God, and that 
what the Devil had quoted of him from the Scrip- 
ture was true, That the Angels bad charge over him; 

Yet the Concluſion from thence of the Devil's 
oven making, That be might in confidence thereof caſt 
bimſelf down beadlong, was falſe, as every thing he 
ſpeaketh of himſelf is, (when he ſpeaketh a Lye, 
he ſpeaketh of himſelf ) 


And 
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And of this our Saviour convicted him by the 
Quotation of another Text, not in contradiction to 
the Text quoted by the Devil, but in contradiction 
of his own falſe Concluſion from it, 


Ic is written again, Thou malt not tempt the Lord 


6 

By which I have avouched what I have aſſerted, 
That our Saviour hath ſufficiently declar'd himſelf 
againſt Knigbt- Errantry in tempting God. 

And for the Exprellion it ſelf, it is only an Ab- 
ſtrat in two Words of what would have taken 
three Lines by defining it at large. 


The ſixth is in pag. 36. | | 

God told Adam that if be did eat, be ſhould die. 

The Devil told Eve that they might eat and not die. 

And theſe were the firſt words ſpoken to Man by Gad 
or the Devil, upon the Truth or Falſhood whereof the 
very Beings of them both were to depend for ever. 

For whichever of them could maintain tbe Truth of 
bis Werd againſt the otber, be muſt have been God and 
the other the Devil. | 

And therefore God having turn'd the Lye upon the De- 
vil, be is from thence call d a Lyar from the beginning, 
and the Father of it, and will never be believ'd again 
for ever. | 

God could not bave diſpens'd with bis Word wit bout 
complementing the Devil with bus Godbead, in taking 
the Lye upon bimſclf. And this be could not do, for 
God cannot lye, without undeifying bimſelf : and this be 
can't do, becauſe all bis Gualities being of his Eſſence, 
be can't change them. | 

Anſw. As for the Fact, what God ſaid to Adam, 
and what the Devil ſaid to Eve, I had it out of 
Geneſis. 

And my whole Deſcant upon it, is no more than, 
That God is true, and can't lye; and that be will not 
give this Glory to another. ; 
| G 2 W hich 
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Which is too plain a Truth to be call'd an Ar- 
gument, 

But | do gueſs that the Offence may be taken at 
the word Compliment, which I take to be an oſſi- 
cious quitting of a Reſpect due to a Man's ſelf, 
and offering it to another that hath no pretence 
to it. | | 
And this God hath for himſelf declar'd that he 
will never do: I will not give my Glory to another. 

And why the expreſling this or any other thing 
by an Abſtract in one word inſtead of a Definition 
in thirty ſhould be Blaſphemy, I can't ſee. 


The ſeventh is in pag. 51. 

And after that it was no matter to Man, whether 
Chriſt had ever given Satis fachion to God or not we 
might have ſaid to God, Look thou to that. 

Anſw. The Argument I have here advanc'd, is, 
That God having accepted Chriſt as a Ranſom for 
the World, Man according to the Laws of Ranſom 
was legally diſcharg'd from his Captivity, the 
moment the Ranſom was deliver'd in exchange. 

And that God having ſo accepted Chriſt, Man 
could never after that have been retaken by any 
Law of Reprizals, altho the Ranſom had either 
eſcap'd or not given God Satisfaction. 

Then comes the words, We might have ſaid to 
God, Look thou to that. 

Now it will not be deny'd me, that according 
to all the Cartels of Exchange among Men, my 
Argument 1s true ; 


And that*the words, Look thou to that, might 


. have been ſaid by one Man to another in that caſe. 


And God hath been pleas'd in condeſcenſion to 
human Underſtanding to admit Man to vſe the like 
way of Reaſoning with him, as we do with one 
another: Come let us reaſon togetber. 


And 
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And he hath alſo elſewhere been pleas'd to de- 
clare his Averſion to thoſe ſort of Informers, that 


watch for Iniquity, to make a Man an Offender for 
a Word. 


The eighth is in pag. 78. | 

Me don't think our ſelves fit to deal with one ano- 
ther in human Affairs till our 4 ge of 21. But to deal 
with our Maker thus offended, to e the Malice 
F fallen Angels, and to reſcue our ſelves from eternal 
Ruin, we are generally as well qualify*d for before we 
can ſpeak plain, as all our Life-time after. 

 Anſw. 1 wiſh what I have here ſaid were falſe. 

But I am afraid *tis generally too true: And I 
have given my reaſon for it in the next Paragraph. 

Children can ſay over their Religion at four or five 
years old, and their Parents that raught e em can do no 
more at four or five and fifty. 

Our Saviour in his day thought it no Slander to 
compare ſome of the Dignitaries of thoſe Times to 
Children (and that not at their Books or Schools) 


bat at their Plays and Paſtimes : Te are like Children 
m the Market-places. | 


The ninth is in pag. $2. 


This is a full Deſcription of the Perſon in whom 


you place your Faith, But what is it that you do 
or would believe of him or in him? 


Why we believe him as our Saviour. 

Save you from what ? 

Why from our Sins, 

Why what hurt will Sin do you ? 

Why it will kill us. 

How do you know ? 

Why the Law of God ſaith ſo, In the dy thou eateſt 
thereof thou ſhalt die. 

Why but then will not this Saviour ſave you 
from this Law and from this Death ? 


No, 


ny 


No, no, bell ſave us from Sin. 
Why then, it ſeems, you have got a Pardon 
for Horſe-ſtealing with a Non-Obſtante to be hang'd. 

Do but ſee now what a Jeſt you have made of 
your Faith ? 

And yet I defy the Order of Prieſthood to form 
a better Creed than this; or to make ſenſe of their 
own Faith without adding mine to it. 

It is much eaſier to make a Creed, than to believe 
it after it is made. 

Anſw. By what I have here ſaid, I have not in- 
ſinuated any thing againſt the common Creed of 
the Chriſtian Religion; 

: I am endeavouring to advance it up to the 
a 

Believing that as the whole Humanity fel] in 
Adam, ſo the whole Humanity is rais'd in Chriſt. 

As in Adam all died, ſo in Cbriſt are all made alive. 

And foreſeeing l ſhould be hooted at, I thought 
to begin firſt: 

To ſhew that whoever does profeſs a Belief in 
the Fall, cannot rationally deny this Redemption 
by the Reſurrection. 

And to expoſe the contrary, I have uſed an Ex- 
_ of Horſe-ſtealing, which perhaps may ſeem 


But when I remember our Saviour's Compariſon 
of himſelf to a Thief, The Son of Man comes as 4 
Thief in the Night, that he might be the more rea- 
dily underſtood by his Auditors: 

I hope my Expreſlion of Horſe-ftealing with in- 
tent to be the ſooner underſtood by my Readers, 
can't be accounted Blaſphemy, 

And as to the Accuſation from the laſt words : 
It is much eaſier to make a Creed than to believe it 
after it is made. | 

I ſpeak for my ſelf : I find it ſo. 
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But I alſo find by this that I have no good Luck 
for an Author. ; | 
The great Accuſation againſt me for publiſhin 
this Argument, is, That I am too nimble in my Faith. 
And now, as one of the Inſtances of ir, I am 
here charg'd of being too ſlow, 
Like thoſe poor Children in the Markets, when- 
ever they piped, their Fellows were dogged ; and 
whenever they mourn'd, their Fellows laugh'd. 


The tenth is in pag. 95. 

But when that is done, I know wo buſineſs I haue 
with the Dead, and therefore do depend that I ſhall not 
£0 bence by returning to the Duſt, which is the Sentence 
of that Law from which I claim a Diſcharge, 

But that I ſhall make my Exit by way of Tranſla- 
tion, which I claim as a Dignity belonging to that De- 
gree in the Science of eternal Life, of which I profeſs 
my ſelf a Graduate, according to the true Intent and 
Meaning of the Covenant of eternal Life reveaÞ'd in 
the Scriptures, 

And if after thus I die like other Men, I declare my 
ſelf to die of no Religion. 

Anſw. What I have ſaid in the firſt Paragraphs, 
is from a Dependance that my Argument is well 
grounded, 

And for the laſt words (of which I have heard 
ſo much) That if I am miſtaken in this Dependance, 
I ſhall die of no Religion; | | 

I need not have ſaid it. 

But better ſay it than do it. 

And that I did ſay it with better hopes of my 
ſelf, the ſubſequent Paragraphs have explain'd. 

And in the Interim I hope 1 live of one. 

And if I am yet miſt ken in that, I do fur- 
ther depend that God will reveal even this unto me. 


The 


(56) 


The eleventh and laſt is in pag. 98. (in a ſort of 
Poſtſcript J added after my Argument.) | 

Therefore to be even with the World at once, he that 
wonders at my Faith, I wonder at his Unbelief. | 

And ſtare at me as long as you will, I am ſure that 
neither my Phyſiognomy, Sins, nor Misfortunes can 
make me look ſo unlikely to be tranſlated, as my Re- 
deemer was to be hang d. 

Anſw. When my Accuſer in Jreland produc'd the 
Book againſt me in that Houſe, he ſingled out this 
laſt Word as an Inſtance inſtar Omnium of the Blaſ- 
phemy of all the reſt, that I had reported our Sa- 
viour to be hang d. 

But he ſaid, that ſince the publiſhing of the Ar- 
gument, 1 had invented an Excuſe, that it was a 
Miſtake in the Printer, for that in my Copy it was 
chang d. 

And I do alſo believe that this Expreſſion is now 
calculated to be the laſt of the Exceptions, as the 
Pin-Basket upon me of what I can neither anſwer 
nor excuſe. h 

To this I gave that Accuſer his Anſwer then, 
That he had taken the Story reverſe. 

For that in truth my Copy was hang'd, but the 
Printer ſending me the firſt Impreſſion chang'd, l 
ſtruck out the c as an Error. 

And now l'll give this worthy Chairman his 
Anſwer- here: 

That my Saviour was hang'd, I can't deny with- 
out being aſham'd of the Croſs of Chriſt, 

Peter indeed in his Confeſſion of it hath added 
on a Tree Whom ye ſlew, and bang'd on a Tree. 

And if this be "Blaſphemy to ſay our Saviour 
was hang d, I'll advance it one degree higher: 

That he was not only hang'd, but that he muſt 
be bang'd, or elſe he had not fulfil d the Scrip- 


tures. 
Indeed 
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Indeed the common Expreſſion of the manner of 
his Execution unto Death, is Crucifixion, which, 
which was the Pain; but that was done by a Suſ- 
penſion alſo, which was the Shame. 

In which Shame was included that Curſe of the 
Law which he was to undergo. 

He was made a Curſe for iu. 

For curſed is every one that hangeth upon a Tree. 

Tho this was but a nominal Curſe neither ; for 
an honeſt Man might be hang'd then (as he may 
Now.) 

But our Saviour being to fulfil all Righteouſneſs, 
was to undergo the Shame of this Curſe, as well as 
the Torture of the Croſs : 

Who endured the Croſs, and deſpiſed the Shame. 

And by this I find | have preſented the worthy 
Chairman with one Point of Divinity a little above 
the ſtrain of what he hath met with in all the Re- 
ligions he hath dealt in. 

And as to my wondering at the Unbelief of 
them that wonder at my Faith, I can't ſtill but 
wonder that a Man ſhould be expel'd two Houſes of 
Commons in two Chriſtian Kingdoms, for pro- 
tefſing his Faith in Jeſus Chriſt according to the 
Scriptures, However, I mult let that paſs. 


And now I have thus gone thro all the Para- 
graphs (in the Report) to which I find the Ex- 
ceptions taken, and given ſuch Anſwers to them: 
as have occur'd to my Thoughts, with ſuch Me-- 
mory as I have had: 


Yet after this, if by any of thoſe Expreſſior 81 
have really given offence to any well- mear ing 
Chriſtian, I am ſorry for it, tho I had no il} In- 


tention in it. 


But if any Man be captious to take Excey ;tio n for 


Exception ſake, I am not concern'd, 


H No 
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No Man can draw an Anſwer but what another 
may except to, if he pleaſes. 

And had all thoſe Expreſſions now excepted to 
by the Report, been left out of the Book, there 
would have been enough of others remaining in, 
as liable to ſuch Exceptions as theſe are. 

But I ſuppoſe theſe are thought ſufficient to do 
the Buſineſs intended. | 

However, I will acknowledg you have given me 
the opportunity of making this Defence to them, 
(with all the Patience and Attention that I could de- 


re) after which I am not to detain the Houſe from 


their own Proceedings upon it, 

| know there is a Form of previous Queſtions 
before the main one, Whetber I ſhall be expel'd this 
Houſe ? | 

But as I never yet ſtood up to ſpeak to order, if 
_ Queſtion were now firſt put, I ſhould not op- 

oſe it. 
g But before the Debates begin, I hope I may ob- 
ſerve this : | | 

That what I am now accus'd of, is no Miſde- 
meanour of my ſelf in this Houſe. 

I neither wrote nor read that Treatiſe (now be- 
fore you) within theſe Walls. 
And that it comes here now, is none of my 
fault. | 

So that to diſqualify me from my Place, you muſt 


attribute ſome Defect to my Perſon, 


And to make the proof of that eaſy (beſides be- 


lie ig Author of that Book) I do acknowledg my ſelf 
tl 1e worſt Member in this Houſe. 


Which methinks ſhould ſeem my Protection to 


he kent in it. 


bor if you intend it a ſtanding Order for the 


wo; M. Member always to go ont firſt; 


Mi hin ks every one ſhould lay his Band upon his 


Hear t, lext he ſhould be the Proximus ardet. 


For 
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For *tis no Breach of Privilege to ſay we are all 
Sinners. f EI 

But when you have expePd me for writing an ill 
Book, can ye reſtore me to my Place again, if I 
ſhould write a good one ? 

If not, I may ſay to you as Diogenes did to 
Alexander; Don't take that from me, which you can't 
give to me. FEE 

Wiſemen generally think it proper to give Rea- 
ſons for their Actions, but they alſo generally 
eſteem it a Maſter-piece of that Wiſdom to keep 
the true Reaſon to themſelves, 

I eſteem my own Caſe plain and ſhore, 

I was expel'd one Houſe 'for having too much 
Land. the 

And I am going to be expel'd another, for hav 
ing too little Mony. 

And tho | have had ſome Foreſight of this Fate, 
I hope | have not made uſe of it, in taking any 
more Freedom in my Detence than becomes a Meme 
ber (which 1 yet am.) 

And it any thing hath fallen from me exceeding 
that Duty, 1 hope it will be pardon'd me, from 
that Concern I may well be ſuppos'd to be now 
under. 5 5 73 

and were another in my place, perhaps he would 
2 have been much more methodical than I have 

een, | 

But if 1 may yet ask one Queſtion more, 

Pray what is this blaſphemous Crime | here ſtand 
charg'd with? 

A Belief of what we all profeſs, or at lcaſt what no 
one can deny. | 

If the Death of the Body be included in the Fall, 
why is not the Life of tbe Body included in the Re- 
demption 7 | 

And what if J have a firmer Relief of this than 
ſome others have? * therefore a Blaſghemer A 

2 r 
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Or would they that believe leſs, take it well of 
me to call them ſo ? 

Our Saviour in his day took notice of ſome of 
little Faith and ſome of great Faith, withont ſtigma- 
tizing either of them with Blaſphemy for it. 

But I don't know how *tis! We are fallen into 
Fuch a ſort of Uniformity, that we would fain turn 
Religion into a Tyrant's Bed, Torturing one another 
into our own Size of it only. 

But it grows late; and I ask but one Saying more 
to take leave of my Friends with. 

do believe that had I turn'd this Defence into u 
Recantation, I had prevented my Expulſion. | 

But I have reſerv'd my laſt words, as my viti- 
mate Reaſon againſt that Recantation. 


He that durſt write that Book, dares not 
deny it. 


ND what then ? 
- Why then they call'd for Candles; 

And I went away by the Light of 'em. 

And after the previous Queſtion, and other 
uſual Ceremonies {as 1 ſuppoſe) 1 was expePd the 
Houſe, 

And from thence I retir'd to a Chamber I once 
had in the Temple. 

And from thence I afterwards ſurrender'd my 
ſelf in Diſcharge of my Bail, 

And have ſince continu'd under Confinement : 
- And under that Confinement God hath been alfo 

pleaſed to take away the Deſire of mine Eyes with 
a Stroke. 

Which hath (however) drown'd all my other 
Troubles at once (for the leſs are merged in the 


greater.) 
Qui 


(61) 
Qui venit bic fluctus, fultus ſupereminet onmes, 


2 ſince I have mention d her, Ill relate this 
of her. 5 

She having been educated a Proteſtant of the 
Church of England by a Lady her Grandmother, 
(her immediate Parents and other Relations being 
Roman Catholicks;) 

An honeſt Gentleman of that Perſuaſion, who 
knew her Family, preſented her (while ſhe was 
my Fellow-Priſoner) with a large Folio Volume 
(being the Hiſtory of the Saints canoniz'd in that 
Church) for her reading : 

With Intention (as 1 found) to incline her that 
way. With which (delighting in Reading) ſhe en- 
tertain'd her ſelf till ſhe had gone thro it. 

And ſome time after that, ſhe told me that ſhe 
had before ſome Thoughts towards that Religion; 

But that the reading that Hiſtory had confirmꝰd 
her againſt it. 

And in truth were I to preſcribe an Antidote 
againſt Popery, 1 can't think of a better than to 
have that Legend reprinted, and read in Proteſtant 
Churches. | | 

And yet ſhe would never read the Book I was 
expel'd for, till after my laſt Expulſion. 

But then reading it thro, told me ſhe was recon- 
cil'd to the Reaſons of it, tho ſhe could not ſay 
ſhe believ'd it. 

However, ſhe ſaid ſomething of her own 
Thoughts with it, that hath given me the Satiſ- 
faction that /e is dead in Chriſt, and thereby ſure 
of her part in the firſt Reſurrection: Tbe dead in 
Chriſt ſhall ariſe fir. | 
And this Pars deceſſa mei leaving me half dead 
(while ſhe remains in the Grave) hath ſinoe drawn 
me (in diving after her) into a nearer View and 

more 
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more familiar (tho more unuſual ) Thoughts of 
that firſt Reſurrection than ever I had before. 

From whence I now find that nothing leſs than 
that Huctus decumanus would have caſt me upon or 
* me for this Theme (if yet I am ſo qua- 
lify'd ) | 

ad from hence I am advancing that common 
Article in our Creed, The Reſurrection of the Dead, 
into a profeſs'd Study. | 

From the Reſult of which Study, I have already 
advanc'd an Aſſertion, which (ſhould I vent alone) 
perhaps would find no better Quarter in the World 
than what | have advanc'd already. 

And yet (tho I ſay it, that perhaps ſhould not) 

It hath one Quality we are all fond of, It is 
News : | 

And another we all ſhould be fond of, It is good 
News | | 

(Or at leaſt good to them that are ſo, For to the 
Froward all things are froward.) 

But the Queſtion behind is, M hetber it be true? 

But knowing that the Onus probandi lies upon the 
Aſſertor ; 

And having that Word of Life by me, from 
whence (I think) J collected it: 

lam from thence advancing that Aſſertion into a 
Treatiſe alſo, whereby to prove it in ſpecial Form. 

Not by Arguments of Wit or Sophiſtry, but from 
the Evidence and Demonſtration of the Truth, as 
it is in Feſw, 

Which ſhould I accompliſh (with the Succeſs I 
aim at) I would not be prevented from publiſhing 
that Edition to gain more than | loſt by my for- 
mer ; nor for more than Balak ever intended to 
give, or that Balaam could expect to receive, for 
curfing the People of Iſrael, if God had not ſpoil'd 
that Bargain, | ES) 


And 
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And yet without expecting (for my ſelf) any 
Preferment in Church or State for doing it. 


And tho 1 know this Overture coming from my 
hands, will go for another Project; 
Yet I find it as old as the New Teſtament, 
If by any means I may attain the Reſurrection of the 
Dead. | 


And tho Paul did not then ſo attain, (Not as if 
I bad already attained - ) 

Yet he died in his Calling, and will ſtand fo 
much the nearer that Mark, at his Reſurrection. 

But if Paul, with that Effuſion of the Spirit upon 
him (in common with the other Apoſtles) and that 
ſuperabundant Revelation given him (above them 
all) by that Rapture into things unutterable, did 
not ſo attain in that his day : 

W hence ſhould I, a mere Lay (and that none of 
the beſt neither) without any Function upon me, 
expect to perfect what he left ſo undone ? 

For who can come after the King ? 


But in purſuit of this Study I have already found 
(what 1 had not before 'obſerv'd,) 

That there are ſome means ſince left us towards 
this Attainment, Which Paul had not in his day, 

For that there do now remain extant unto the 
World (bound up with that now one intire Re- 
cord of the Bible) two famous Records of the 
Reſurrection, that never came to Paul's bands. 


And for want whereof (perhaps) he might not 
then ſo attain. | 

But having now this Intelligence of them, and 
fearing that (in the Day of Account) I may have 
a ſpecial Surcharge made vpon me for theſe addi- 
tional Talents and further Revelations : | 

And bearing in mind the dreadful Fate of that 
cautious inſuring Servant, who took ſo much care 
to redeliver what he had receiv?d in ſtatu quo, as he 


had it, that it might not be ſaid to be the worſe fo 
his keeping : | 


r 
I 


(64) 
E have rather adventur'd to defile thoſe Sacred 
Records with my own Study and Thoughts upon 
them, than to think of returning them (wrapt up 
in a Napkin) clean and untouch'd. IN 
But whether ever I ſhall accompliſh (to my own 
Satisfation) what Lam now ſo engag'd in at home, 
and from thence ſend it to make a noiſe abroad, 
(far no Man doth any thing in ſecret, and (or but) be 
bimſelf ſeeketh to be known openly ) I do not yet know: 
and when, or whether, I ſhall, I can't tell. 

But, till I do, I'll pleaſe my ſelf to be laugh'd at 
by this cautiow inſuring World, as tainted with a 
Frenzy of dealing in Rever/ions and Contingencies. 

However (in the mean time) I would not be 
thought to be ſpending this Interval of my Days 
(by my ſelf) in beating the Air, under a dry Ex- 
pectancy only of a thing ſo ſeemingly remote as the 
Reſurrection of the Dead, 

(Like Courtiers-Extraordinary, fretting out their 
Soles, with Attendances in Ante-Rooms, for Things 
or Places no more intended to be given them, than 
perhaps they are fit to have em.) 

For tho I ſhould fall ſhort of the Attainment I 

am attempting, | 
The Attempt it ſelf hath tranſlated my Priſon 
into a Paradiſe ; 

Treating me with Food, and enamouring me with 
Pleaſures that Man knows not of. 

From whence I hope I may (without Vanity) ſay, 


Deus nobis bac Otia fecit. 


3 THE 
POSTSCRIPT. 


Certain Husband of Hampſhire having 

marry'd a Wife (alittle upon the Jus, 
nior) and living twenty Miles diſtant 
from her, ſaid, 

That tho be did not uſe to go to ſee her, yet, to-ſhew 
his Love to her, he did write to ber ſometimes, and to 
let ber know that he was well. | 

Now this Diſtemper (which, as you have ſeen, 
firſt came into my Head) having ſince fallen into 
my Heels, hath diſabled me to go abroad. 

But to ſhew my Love to the World, | have ſent 
this Noverint Univerſs out among 'em; to let them 
know that Il am well (at this preſent Writing) ex- 
cept theſe Bonds. : | 

And as for the principal Queſtion in all Buſineſs, 
Cui Bono ? what Advantage I propoſe to my ſelf by 
this Publication? Pl] tell 'em a Story. 

A Man that (without Succeſs) had try'd all Long- 


\ Lane, to ſell or pawn his Cloke, caſting it ſlightly 


on his ſhoulders, let it fall on the ground, and was 
walking away. | 

But the Boys calling after him to take it up a- 
gain, he fell a curling : 

hat neither buy my Cloke, nor lend me any Mony 


on't, nor let me leave it in your Lane? 
9 Now 
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Now by what I am doing, I neither expect to pay 
my own Debts, nor get any other Man's Place. 

Only t deftre the Favour of the World to 
me a Ittle Houſe- room (without doors) 

That I may but leave my Cloke in their Lane. 

And yet I expett it won't lie there long neither 
(tho it be but for the Rarity only.) 

An Edition in Religion is as great a Rarity du- 
ring Reformations in Government, as a mild 
Half-Crown was during the Regulation of the 
Coin; which made a Man in Wiltſhire (as tis ſaid) 
ride ſix miles from home to Marlborough to ſee one. 

Then coming out in my name, it will go for a 
Project of courſe ; which all love to fee, and ſome 
to be in, tho they are aſham'd to own it. 

But that I may not fatber more than I beget, 

I do diſclaim being Author of a Pamphler, in- 
titled, '.4 Projed dedicated not, &c. but to the Unbe- 
lie ving Club at the Grecian. 

Nor did lever ſee it, till l had been more than 
once charg'd to have wrote it. 

And having thus diſclaim'd this Project to the 
Grecians, 

I believe I ſhall not be much ſuſpected to have 
any hand in a late Proje# now on foot among the 
Latins, 

Tho, were it not for the Deſign, I confeſs I 
could like the Scene well enough, having a ridicu- 
lous Cachinnus to any thing that's Comical 

For, as I was ſaying, were not the Deſign Tra- 
gical, the Figure it ſelf would make any Company 
ſplit their ſides with laughing. | 


What dye think it is? 
A Proteſtant made by the Pope, | 
A Thing like a King, diſguis'd in a French Mask, 


give 


to give the better opportunity to ſome of his Sub- 


jets (that would be) to pull off their Engliſh Vi- 
⁊ards. A 
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A Lille bo- lero of the Church of Rome diſpens'd 
with to counterfeit that Hereſy abroad which he 
hath ſworn to extirpate at home (as he calls it, if 

eer he gets there.) | | F 

A Clerk of a Market, for holding the Ballance of 
Europe, by Patent from the French Ning, under a 
Tenure to load all the Griſt to his Maſter's Mill, 
on pain to forfeit his Office. 2 

A Pretender to the Throne of Great Britain, who 
hath already taken upon him to ſell the Homer. de- 
Luces out of the Crown to pay for his Bed and 
Board at St. Germain 4 and is now pawning the 
Lions (with the Harp) to purchaſe his Paſſage to 
St. Fames's. : 

By which Offer to ſplit ( Alienam Coronam) ano- 
ther*s Crown (as the ſham Mother did another Wo- 
mars Child) he hath betray'd his own Neſt, and 
given a natural Evidence againſt himſelf (more 
than a thouſand Witneſſes) for a Pretenger. 1 

But were he remov'd as far from the Hearts of 
all her Majeſty's Subjects, as the Proteſtant Succeſ- 

-fion lies near her own , 

Inſtead of obliging him to depart the French Do- 
minions, he ſhould have my Conſent, never to come 
out of em. | 


cœlum, non animum mutat. —— 


But ſure his Holineſs at Rome don't read our Sta- 
tutes of Weſtminſter, 7 

For elſe (ſaving his Infallibility's Preſence) he 
would not think, 

By giving his Pupil a Diſpenſation to turn Pro- 
teſtant, to qualify him for the Truſt of the Crown 
of Great Rritain ; under which no Occaſional Con- 
formiſt (tho but from one Proteſtant Church to ano- 
ther different in Ceremonials only) is admitted to 
the Truſt of a Bailiff . a Borough. . 

2 ut 
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But when his San@ity doth ſend him, 1 deſire one 
{mall Favour into the bargain (if it be not too 
much trouble to him, and PIl do as much for him 
another time) 

Only to ſend with him a Superſcription upon 


him (in Red Letters) This is a Pꝛoteſtant: 

To prevent any Miſtakes in my ſelf and other 
ſuch- like ignorant and malicious People. 

And if he would alſo ſpare a word or two of 
the Time and Manner of his Conyerſion, it might 
be a great Satisfaction to ſcrupulous Conſciences. 

Tho, I confeſs, I ask it bn a ſecular account. 

In 1703. when 1 made that filly Purchaſe in Ire- 
land (with my own Mony, for the uſe of other 
People, as they ſay ;) 

A certain ſenſible Roman Catholick (then aged 
Forty Years or upwards) fell under a Fit of Con- 
viction of his paſt Errors in that Church. 

This hung vpon him till he had qualify'd him- 
ſelf into a Leaſe-Taker. 

But having got into poſſeſſion of ſome Lands 
leaſed to him, and I gone into England, he out- 
law'd me in Ireland, in an Action o Covenant, to 
diſable me to ſue him in Actions of Debt, and hath 
never paid any Rent ſince. 

Now what [I fear is, That if yonder-tother-Occa- 
ſional Conformiſt ſhould ever come to be my Land- 
lord, I ſhall be outlaw'd on the Crown. ſide too. 

Then what a fine Ex-lex- Condition ſhall I be in 
between Landlord and Tenant ! 

O] but they tell me there's to be an Act of Oblivion. 

And that's no more than what's neceſſary to 
turn the Scandal of Pretenſion to a Right of Refto- 
ration. 

As ſome poor People in Ireland affect to cal 
themſelves Old Proprietors, tho they or their Fa- 
milies never had any Land there, 


But 


er 


ut 
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But whenever that Act comes out, I ſhall know 
whereabouts to look for my News in ir, without 
reading it all over, 

And l ſuppoſe alſo, they'l ſend. a Declaration fr 
Liberty of Conſcience along with him : 

For that's as neceſſary for a Popiſh Pretender to 
a Proteſtant Crown, as 'tis for a French Privateer 
to ſail with Engliſh Colours, 

But I don't expect it to extend to the Liberty I 
have taken with him, and ſo that will be of little 
uſe to me neither, | 

And perhaps they that have a further Depen- 
dance upon it, may find this Liberty of Conſcience to 
be but Hobſonꝰs- Choice at laſt; 

To turn Papiſts, or bave their Throats cut. 

But the Tragical part (you know) never comes 
till all the Sport is over : 

* Sero ſapiunt Pbryges. 


After this, they tell me, there's one thing not 
quite ſettled yet; How the Subjes ſhall break their 
Oatbs without forſwearing themſelves. 

But this (they ſay) will be made eaſy too. 

For ſay they (mark this now!) 

We have abjur'd the Pretender, that's Fact. 

But if he hath a Right, he's no Pretende: ; that's 
Law. 

And whether he hath or no, no one will ſay to 
the contrary when he comes here. 

Ergo (ſay they) when we abjur'd the Pretender 
we aijur'd No body; that's Logick. 

Which puts me in mind of a © Liverpool- Merchant, 
who upon a Debate (in a great Room at Weſtmin- 
ſter ) let fall a Caſe of Conſcience (almoſt the fame 
with this in point) violently ſuſpected to be his 
own. 

On occaſion of the Act prohibiting the Importa- 
tion of French Goods from Scotland atter the Jang, n, 

his 
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This Merchant (as it ſeem'd) had made Oath, 
That ſome Goods imported by. him were not 
imported from Scotland to England after the Union; 
and yet he did admit in fact, that the ſame Goods 


were imported from Edinburgh to London (or Liver- 


I) ſince the Union. 

But ſaid he (mark this now, for here comes the 
Parallel) | | | 

By the Union there were no ſuch Places left in 
the World as England or Scotland either, being 


both then converted into Great Britain. ; 


By which I obſerve (by the way) that one Man 
may (with the leſs Offence) take upon him to blow 
two Kingdoms out of the World, by the Breath of 
one Afidavit; 

Than another, ſo much as mention the poſſibi- 
lity of removing one Mountain of them into the 
Sea by Faith. | 

(But that's not to this purpoſe.) 

But they ſay there will be a quicker way than all 
this to diſcharge the Subjects of their Oaths : 

By burning the Records of that, and all other riff-raff 
Stuff ſince the Revolution, 2608 

And if they do, as good burn em in Smithfield, 
and fave ſome Faggots. 

But it ſeems, this is not to be talk'd of, at pre- 
ſent, till they are got clear of the Hanover Suc- 
ceſſion. | 

But that, they ſay, they have dead-ſure: 

For his Electoral Highneſs lets a Layman ſay Grace 


_ at bu Table. | 


Ay, marry Sir ! that's a Fundamental indeed ! 
To admit a Layman to do any thing that's good. 
And if they want one to prove it, they can't 
have a fitter Fellow in the two Kingdoms than 
Teige Cronine of Killarny. | 
But I had rather find forty Shillings than ſome of 
our People here ſhould know it. 3 
n 
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And tho I can't make ſo free with his High 
I could find in my heart to ſend one of th e * 1 
Lay-Chaplain, to let him know that if he don't leave 
off his Grace there, his Maſter (or Family) are 
A. to have no Meat here, (if ſome of we can 

Ip it 

But notwithſtanding that (without being re- 
tain'd) | believe I can quote a Caſe in bis High- 
neſs's favour, 

Of the beſt Layman that ever was in the World, 
that always ſaid his own Grace : 

Feſus'of Nazareth; for ſo he was pleas'd to own 
himſelf: 7 am Jeſus of Nazareth whom ye ſeek. 

Our Saviour (to 1 him to offer up that 
eternal Sacrifice of himſelf) was by God made a 
Prieſt for ever after the Order of Melchiſedeck. 

For as Paul ſaith, That a Prieſt muſt always bave 
ſomething to offer ; ſo every Offering muſt be by a 
Prue 

2 this eternal Conſecration of the Meſſiab was 
to a myſtical and inviſible Prieſthood only; 

And at of the Order of Aaron. 

Our Saviour being the Lion of the Tribe of u- 
dab, Of which Tribe no man gave attendance at the 
Altar. 

And as ſuch, he neither was qualify'd for, or 
ever took upon him any Order, Function, or Ha- 
bit in the -Levitical Prieſthood, or ever receiv'd 
Tythes, or baptized. 

But all the Days of his Lecarnetins lived as a 
Layman upon the Earth, 

And yet he always ſaid his own Grace. 

And if this be one of the . againſt the 
Hanover Succeſſion, 


Haud timeant ſe jam 3 Ae Orizice 
Cum tanto commune ——— 
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But 1 warrant (if the Truth were known too) 
his Highneſs 'prays by himſelf in his own Cloſet ; 
as (they ſay) King William would do. | 

But why all this Pickering at the Hannover Suc- 
er ſſion? 

An honeſt Colonel going (with King William's 
Army) into Jreland, and being there invited (by 
Kits old Friends) into that of King Fames's, ſaid 
(in his ſtammering way) 

Your K. —— Kee—— King's à Papiſt, 
And bis Mony's Copper. 

Now if the Partners in this Project would be but 
as blunt (and half as honeſt) as this Colonel, 

They might (without ſtammering) ſtrike their 
Twelve all together : 

Tour Hannover Succeſſion is Proteſtant ; 
And they are ſo proud of their Title, that we can't 
handle their Coin. 

Proteſtant ! Ay, but what Proteſtant? ſay they. 

To admit two publick Popiſh Churches in his 
Country ? 

Yes! according to Treaty with the Emperor. 

And how many hundred private Popiſh Chappels 
have we in our Country? © 

But ſince ( as it ſeems) the Houſe of Hanover 
are turning Papiſts, theſe Projectors are cooking up 
their Pretender into a Proteſtant, To ply Next-Oars 
with bim. 

For all that theſe modeſt Men ſeem to ask at 
preſent, is only to have the Crown ſet at large 
again : 

Then catch as catch can. 

But all this Cucumber-work of Converſion might 
have been as well ſav'd. 

For as for theſe Adventurers of Soul and Body 
in this Proje@ of Perjury and Treaſon, they would 
have liked the Man better without it. 


6 And 
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And for them that intend to abide by their 
Oaths to her Majeſty and the Hanover Succeſſion, 
they won't take him with it, 5 at 

Oaths ! why, ſay they, we took Oaths to the 
late King James. 

And perhaps I did too. 

And had he not diſcharg'd me, by forfeiting his 
Crown in violating his Coronation-Oath, I could 
not have diſcharg'd my ſelf of it. 

O! but, ſay they, what can't a Parliament do? 

Why a Parliament can't repeal the Ten Com- 
mandments 3 | | 

Of which the third is one: 

Thou ſhalt not take the Name of the Lord thy God 
in vain, for the Lord will not bold him guiltleſs that 
taketh his Name in vain. 

The Name of God is in all the Oaths and Abju- 
rations taken by her Majeſty's Subjects for main- 
taining the Poſſeſſion of the Crown in Her Majeſty, 
and the Succellion thereof (for want of her Royal 

Iſſue) in the Houſe of Hanover. 

And as long as that Name of God remains in 
them, Men may think of making Ducks and Drakes 
of their Conſciences as they pleaſe; but God has 
declar'd himſelf before hand in the Negative, that 
he will never give his Royal Aﬀent to avoid or 
evade em: | 

The Lord will not bold bim guiltleſs that taketh bis 
Name in vain. 

And remember, *T hard to kick againſt the Pricks. 
By which lam not ſuggeſting any ſuch Thought 
or Intention in any part of the Legiſlature : | 

But am only ecchoing the Humours of theſe Pro- 
jectors that would have it ſo. 

Who are turning and winding, and handing up 
and down their Project in all ſhapes and figures, to 
try how it will take, and what is likely to be the 
beſt handle to begin it at. 

K Tho 
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Tho there ſeems a Preliminary among them not 
yet adjuſted, Who ſhall be the Cats. foot in this, 

For tho the Projection may be laid by them 
that have ſomething to get, | 

They had rather have it executed by others that 
have nothing to loſe. 

Fools make Feafts, and Wiſemen eat em 

And Wiſemen make Plots, and leaue Fools to le 
caught in em. 

But perhaps the Reader thinks I am writing with 
Pigs in my belly: We's and They's. 

Can I name any in this Project? 

But one : 

(Nor deſire to know more; for if I did, I muſt 
either be guilty of Miſpriſion of Treaſon, or turn 
Informer.) | 

But that One is as big as Two, Lewis the XIVth. 

And to prove it vpon him, I have more than 
ten thouſand Witneſſes, 

Her Majeſty her ſelf (the Xing David, worth 
more than ten thouſands of the People) | 

In her Speech to the Parliament, Octob. 27. 1705. 
bo is certainly engag d to extirpate our Reli- 
gion, as well as to reduce theſe Kingdoms to Slavery. 

And in her Speech, April 1. 1708. Fever the 
Deſign of a Popiſh Pretender, bred up in the Principles 
of the moſt Arbitrary Government, 2 take place. 

Which Characters will remain as indelible upon 
them as the Skin upon the eEthzops, or the Spot 
upon the Leopard. 

And *tis not their taking a particular fancy to 
three or four People of our Country, will convince 
us of their Love to the Britiſh Nation. 

The Elders of the Jews did not recommend the 
Centurion to our Saviour, as a private Friend to 
any one of their Families; 

But as a publick Benefactor: 
He lecieth our Nation, and bath built us a Synagogue. 
| NY Now 


(75) 

Now if his French Majeſty would be Britiſtiy- 
pleas'd to remit us ſome of the Spaniſh Rents, that 
his Grandſon pays him out of the Weſt-Indies, to 
build our fifty Proteſtant Churches with, or to take off 
our Window-Tax, (which he was the Occaſion of ;) 

It would be a mighty Illumination of his good 
Intentions to our Church and State, and a juſt 
Cauſe to recommend him to any good Offices to be 
done for him here. | On 

Or if it be not his way to trumpet before bis Alms, 

But to give all his Gifts in ſecret, | 

Then it ſeems reaſonable that every one ſhould 
be equally inform'd in private : 

By ſome of thoſe Round Arguments, (which in- 
deed, they ſay, would make. a Cat ſpeak for him.) 

Ingots of Gold, ſplit into Louidor's, are the cloven 
Tongues by which he whoſe Image and Superſcription is 
upon them, talks all Languages. | 

By theſe he hath for twenty years paſt (and ſtill 
is) holding forth in Higb- Putch againſt the Tolera- 
tion of the Proteſtant Religion in Hungary. 

By theſe (in a third hand) he hath been labour- 
ing from time to time to convert the Ottoman Port 

to the Gallick Faith: 

To change their Conſciences with their Almanacks, 

And to break their Truces once a Tear. | 

By theſe he himſelf once broke the Triple League, 
contracted for Defence of the Proteſtant Religion, 

And by theſe he is now contracting another, for 
extirpating it out of the World: 
To be compos'd of himſelf and his Tenant of the 
MWieſt- Indies as one. | 
To which they want but one more to make up 
7 the third : | 
And that I did hear too; 
But | have a bad Memory, and won't tell it again. 
But which way ſoever he may ſeparate his In- 
tereſts, | | ; 
| K 2 His 
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His Love ſeems equal unto all: | 

Having no other DiſtinQions in his Affedions, 
than that be bateth one leſs than another. 

And were it in his Will and Power to change his 


| Nature. and 5 e his Character to his Title 


Moſt Chriſtian; 

Yet we all know that avon'd Mankn of State- 
Policy, committed to him, as the Alchoran for his 
Deſpotick Government at home, and his, 1 of 
Power abroad: 

Never to be Tenant for Life to bis own Word; 19 

But to hold it Durante Beneplacito only. 

The Church of Kome (as! underſtand) have two 
Sets of Oatbs; | 
EKẽligiou and Politick. 

The Oaths and Yows of Religion they make to ſit 
tight and ſtrait upon their Cuſtomers, becauſe'when 
once they have put them on, they are never to pull 
them off again, (for Maintenance of Holy Church.) 
But the Politick Oaths they cut out (like Riding- 
Coats with looſe Sleeves) to lip off and on, as there 
is occaſion. 

And by this DiſtinQion, I hear, that ſome of 
our nice Caſuiſts, have given their Opinions of all 
our Oaths: and Abjurations lince the Revolution, as 
Politick Things only, 

Taten to get or keep Places by.) 

And that if the Jurors themſelves do but ſay ſo, 

all others muſt ſtand concluded by that Caption: 
For that every thing is as tis taken. 
From which Maxim, a Civilian argu'd for his 


ö Client (Who had taken a Dutch Merchant- Man tor 


a French Prize, ) 
© That it was a French Ship, becauſe his Client had 
taken her for one: | 
And every thing is as tis taken. 
But this brings to my mind one of the Stories in 
that Hiſtory of Canoniz'd Saints mention'd in the 
IEC: N TS A 
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A Proteſtant (as it ſeems) having been bury'd 
(by ſtealth) in the next Grave to one of thoſe Ca» 
nonix d Saints, of as Pap £ 
A Catholick going to pay his Devotion to the 
Saint's Shrine; 8 | 
By miſtake kneel'd and fell at it upon the Pro- 
teſtanr's Grave: | 

From whence he heard a Voice, 

The Saint you pray to lodgeth next me ; but I am 
an unfortunate Proteſtant, bury'd bere by ſtealth, and 
now in Hell for a Heretick. 
By which the poor Heretick ſeem'd honeſt, (tho 
ſimple:) | 

For had he had ſome of this Civilian's Law, or 
thoſe Projectors Cunning, 

_ He might (by the Catholick's Miſtake) have 
made himſelf the Saint, and his next Neighbour 
the Heretick : | 
For every thing is as tis taken. 


But tho (as I told you before) I don't know the 
partners in this Project, 
Vet | know who made it. 
But that I won't tell you neither, till I have told 
you another Story, 
Of a Trowman of Herefordſhire : 
Who uling the Houle of an old rich Attorny 
(that had gain'd among the common People the 
Reputation of a Conjurer 3) | 
And obſerving the Kitchin Chimney well hung 
with Bacon, lipt in, in the dusk of the Evening, 
and hid himſelf in a Back-Room, till all the Family 
were in bed and aſleep. | 
Then ſteals away a Flitch, and ſhuts the Door 
after him, | 
But the Court being wall'd, and the Night very 
dark, he walk'd round and round, and could not 
find the Gate: 
W bich 
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Which confirm'd him that this fame Attorny 
was certainly a Conjurer, and that he would make 
the Trow man walk about with the ' Bacon on his 
back till he had ſeen him, (which is there eſteem'd 
the inſeparable Faculty of a Conjurer.) 

Upon which the Trowman invents this Stra- 
tagem : 

He falls knocking at the door till a Servant-Maid 
ſaid, Who's there ? | 


The Trowman knowing the Attorny to be cove- 
tous as well as cunning, | 
Tell your Maſter (faith he) I have a Preſent for 
bim. 
The Maid (thinking that a welcome Errand) 


- 
- 


waked her Maſter, and lighted him a Candle; 


With which he goes down and opens the Door : 
Where the Fellow ſtanding with the Flitch on 
his back, ſaid, Sir, I bave broug bt you a Preſent of 
a Flitch of Bacon, | 
From whence came it? (faith the Attorny.) 
Nay, from the Devil I think (faith the Trowman) 
for I am bewitch'd with it, | 
On that the Attorny ſlaps to the Door in a 
Rage, with a Get you gone you Rogue you, I'll have 
no Preſents from the Devil. an 
But the Attorny had ſeen the Trowman, and the 
Trowman (by the light of the Attorny's Candle) 
had ſeen the Gate, which was all he then wanted. 
Now evermore as long as you live, 
Whenever you ſee 4 Proteſtant made by the Pope, 
Or A Clerk of a Market by the French King, 
Beware Hawk! *Tis a Preſent ſent from the Devil, 


(let who will be the Meſſenger.) 


And the Devil's Name is Legion, 

And to tell you the truth, 

The only thing 1 like of the Project, is, 

That the Devil is in it. 

(For God and the Devil are never on the ſame 
ſide.) And 


(79) 


And to tell you a Secret, 
I intend this as a Trap for the Legion. 


They that are out of this Proje@, will not be 
offended with my Poſtſcript. 


And for them that are in it, I expect no better 


Language from em than an ugly Woman gives to 
her Looking-Glaſs. | 


— 


UT they ſay, Talk of the Devil and bell ap- 
pear. 


And I think ſo too. 


For juſt as I had ended this for the Preſs, 

I read News from abroad, that this Royal Pre- 
my is deſcended into a Duke of Glouceſter (at 
laſt.) 


Now what the Devil means by this whimſical 
Turn in his Project, I can't tell. 
But if I have any Skill at Conjuration, it is thus - 
This Pretender can't longer continue his aſſumed 
Character of a King, without ſeeming to run muck 
as well againſt the preſent Regnant as the Hanover 
Succeſſion, 


Therefore to take off that Aſpect, they are 
giving him a New Vixard. 

For (as I told you at firſt) he is to be a Proteus 
(or Poſture-Clark) to appear in all Figures and 
Shapes, as there ſhall be occaſion. 

And in this mode Habit of Duke only perhaps 
(like the Trowman) he may (one dusk Evening 
or other) be ſlipt in at one of our Back- Doors ; 

With a Commiſſion for Lieutenant-Colonel in 
one Pocket, 


And a Breviat for Colonel in the other, when- 
ever the Regiment falls in hand : 

(And you know a Man may be made a Serjeant 
at Law and a Judg all in a day.) 


7 


And 


"tn 


And having Mony about fe cor perhaps being 
EN Receiver 0 another's Penſion for his. own 
uſe; 

tie may, in that Interval, be contracting a good 
Character upon himſelf : 

For a Civil Man, 

Keeping a good Table, 

With a regular Oeconomy ; ; 

Courteous to his Gueſts ; 

All his n Proteſtants (both Clerical aud 

7. 
Nr a Prieft or Papiſt about him 
(No, they muſt go to St. James's to dreſs Turky- 
Eggs.) 
Spea * mighty kindly of all ber Majeſty's Subj jecks, 
(With an Abſalom $ Wiſh, that he were but their 
King to uſe em kinder.) 

Why now ſay his Admirers, After all this, 

What bindretb my this Man {tould not be baps 
tized ? | 

What bindreth why we ſhould not keep this Duke 
bere for our King (in caſe of her Majeſty's Demiſe? ) 

For theſe Projectors would have you to know, 
that they are none of Blood's Gang, To ſteal the 
Crown till ber Majeſty hath done with it. 

No, no, they never mention their Project but 
with a Parentbeſi 1s of (a Salvo Jure to her Majeſty 
for Life.) 

However let them keep their 3 Man 
where he is, till that Demiſe- Day come, and then 
I hope we ſhall never fee bim here: 

Or at leaſt, we ſhall have a Jephthab - Argument 
againſt him ; "That if be bad no Right to the Poſſeſſion, 
be can have none to the Re verſion. 

Tho l expect that he that ſends him, will ſend 
ſome of his Ratio ultima Regum with him, that 
won't hearken to Jephtbab's-Argument, unleſs we 
alſo have ſome of Fephthab's- Alen to perſuade 'em. 
But 
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i 
But who can belp that? 
the ſame (and with as good) een he may 
ſend over one of the Serjeants of bis Guards for our 
King. 
However, Vim Vi repellere licet, is an old Law 
not yet repeal'd. 

But it would be ill Manners to fall a Prixe- 
fighting in our Sovereign Lady's Preſence. 

Let her Majeſty therefore enjoy the Bleſing which 
that good King Hezekiab contented himſelf with: 

Peace and Truth in her days. 

Peace ſeems near : 

But ſhe can have no more of Truth than what is 
left of it. 

Truth hath met with ſach Uſage in the World, 
that it ſeems to be flying after Juſtice : Terras 
Aſtrea reliquit. 

The Prophets in the Old Teſtament were knock'd 


on the head for telling the Truth : Te have ſtoned the 


Prophets. 

And when that Oracle of Truth it ſelf came into 
the World, he died a Martyr to it upon the ſpot: 

For this end came 1 into this World, to bear witneſs 
unto the Truth. 

And how his Apoſtles and Martyrs have fared 
ſince, we have all heard. 

There are two Trades | would never adviſe any 
Man to put his Son Apprentice to: 

A Poet, who makes it his Profeſſion to invent 
Hes; 

And an Author who thinks it his Duty to tell 
Truth. 

Tho perhaps I have vented ſome Truths that had 
been better let alone. | 

But I write a running Hand, and can no more 
keep a Secret than a Man in a Diabetbes can hold 


his Water. 
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But if yonder- ſame M hat- d ye · call. bim (for he 
hath got ſo many Names upon him, that no one 
knows what to call him) muſt come among us; 

Let him come under the ſame Name, 

That her Majeſty hath call'd him by, 

And that the Parliament have attainted him by, 

And that her Subjects have abjur'd him by, 

(And what he really is) 

A Popiſh Pretender : | 

That we may know, Who and who ave together. 

Duke of Glouceſter! Here's a double Courant put 
upon us indeed! 

A Popiſh Pretender attainted for a Cheat, (and 
dead in Law) ever ſince 13 Gulielmi 3, 

Starts up again (11 Anna Reginæ) for a Proteſtant 
Duke of Glouceſter; as an Heir- Apparent to the Crown. 
(Why ay! what elſe Man?) 

This is theſe Projectors Springing-Uſe, trump'd 
up on a Monday- Morning to take place upon a Con- 
tingency, which (when all other things are ready) 
they have a Secret to produce into an Event by 
Saturday- Night, (if the Old-Tide-Waiters for Popiſh 
Succeſſors han't loſt their Old- Tricks.) 

Duke of Glouceſter ! for all Uſes, Intents, and 
Purpoſes. 

Duke of Glouceſter in the firſt Scene, that he may 
play the Butcher of Glouceſter in the laſt ! 

But let *em toſs and turn their Pan-cake as often 
as they will, "tis the ſame Batter ſtill, 

And whoever are Contrivers, Aiders, or Abet- 
tors, for bringing in this Popiſh Pretender into any 
of her Majeſty's Dominions, in Poſleſſion, Rever- 
ſion, or Expectancy, under any Name, Title or 
Pretence whatſoever ; they are Betrayers of their 
Country, and Conſpirators againſt her Majeſty's Per- 
ſon and Government, and the Rightful Succeſſion 

of her Crown. 


Indeed 
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Indeed were he proſeribed with an Hundred Thou: 
ſand Pounds for his Head, If ever be's found upon 
Dover - ſide; 7 

I ſhould not care how ſoon he took up his Lodg- 
ings at Calais. 

We have abundance of poor Seamen that would 
be glad to meet with a H .- Job (beſides their four 
Pounds per menſem.) 

And tho lam but a poor Man, 

And every thing I ſay goes for a Jeſt; 

If they that talk ſo much of Earneſt would but 
get a Clauſe of ſix Lines for this Proſeription clapt 


into the next Land- Tax Bill, 


can procure City Security to indemnify the 
Kingdom (againſt ever paying the Head. Mony ) 
for leſs than five Shillings in the Pound. 

And a, Hundred bouſand Families of her Ma- 
_ s Subje&ts would ſleep the quieter in their Beds 
or it. 

And for my own part, let him then call himſelf 
what he would, l'de never draw my Pen againſt 
him again: 

Being ſatisfy'd, that (tho perhaps he may now 


come without calling,) 


In that caſe he would be invited twice, before 
he came once, 

And if any one's angry with me (as I know ſome 
will) for all or any the Premiſes aforeſaid, It is 
however without a Cauſe. 

| have not rais'd any Jealouſies in my own Head, 
to infnſe them into other Mens Hearts. 

Nor am caſting Miſts before their Eyes, but try- 
ing to clear em. 

Nor would | cry Fire, if I did not ſmell Smoke. 

If there is no Deſign of bringing in this Crown- 
Cutter and Flower de- Luce - Seller among us, 

What have we been ſpending all this Blood and 
Treaſure to keep him out for ? 

L's And 


(34) 
And do we think him any the further from us, 
for our coming nearer to him ? 
Like the two Iri/hmen that run face to face (in 
the Mall) to try who ſhould meet firſt. 
Nor am [ officious in this, being no more than 
7 what Iam bound to by my Allegiance: 


To do my utmoſt Endeavour to diſcover and prevent 
all Traitorous Conſpiracies. 
And now I think on't, Pll give the Printer a 
Hint, (if he hath a ſpare Page left) to clap the 
Oath upon it (directed x Anne Regine) for the 
Benefit of the Publick: 

Fancying that ſome took it without Reading, 

And that ſome others have forgot it. 

Not that I expect (by all this) to convert one of 
theſe Projectors into an honeſt Man. 

But I may chance to give an Item to others to 
think em Knaves. 


Faworer I have diſcharg'd my ſelf, in telling all 
J know : 

And a little more too; for being got into this 
Game of Blindmans- Buff, 1 can't expect to hit every 
thing I gueſs at. 

But would my Readers (or but three or four of 
them I am juſt now thinking of) tell but half what 
they know, this Secret would ſoon be out, 


— Non hæc mibi Crimina fingi 
Scit bene Jydide ' 
And Scit bene Tydides 
And Scit bene Ddides—— 


But Quis legit bec ? 

Nay, let hs Printer look to that now. 

Thol fancy this won't lie dormant ſeven years 
(as it ſeems my former did.) 


For in ſpite of em all, 1 have an Author's Trick 
left ſtill, 


When 


rs 


ck 
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When I write, | 
(Whether I am believ'd or bely'd for't, 
Lauded or lavgtfd at, 
Loved or hated, 


I will be read: * 
Ore legar Populi.— 
And I write this in Autumn, leſt the Winter 


prove too hot for it. 
For Truth is not to be ſpoken at all times, 


The 
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The Form of the OA T A directed 
by the Act 1 Anne Regine. 


[| A, B. do truly and ſincerely Acknowledg, Profeſs, Teſ- 
tify, and Declare in my Conſcience, before God and 
the World, That our Sovereign Lady Queen ANNE 
is Lawful and Rightful Queen of this Realm, and of all 
other ber Majeſty's Dominions and Countries thereunto 
belonging. And I do ſolemnly and ſincerely declare, 
That I do believe in my Conſcience, that the Perſon pre- 


| tended to be Prince of Wales, during the Life of the 


late King James, and ſince his Deceaſe pretending to 
be, and taking upon bimſelf the Stile and Title of King 
of England, by the Name of James the Third, bath 
not any Right or Title whatſoever to the Crown of this 
Realm, or any other the Dominions thereto belonging 
And I do Renounce, Refuſe and Abjure any Allegiance 
or Obedience to him. And I do Swear, That I will bear 
Faith and true Allegiance to ber Majeſty Queen ANNE, 
and Her will defend to the utmoſt of my power, againſt 
all Traitorous Conſpiracies and Attempts whatſoever, 
which ſhall be made againſt ber Perſon, Crown, or Dig- 
nity, And ] will do my beſt Endeavour to diſcloſe and 


male known to her Majeſty, and ber Succeſſors, all 


Treaſons and Traitorous Conſpiracies, which | ſhall 
know to be againſt Her, or any of them, And I do 


| faithfully promiſe, to the utmoſt of my power, to Sup- 


port, Maintain, and Defend the Limitation and Suc- 
cejfion of the Crown againſt him the ſaid James, and all 


other Perſons whatſoever, as the ſame is and ſtands li- 


mited by, an Ad, intitled, An Act declaring the 
Rights and Liberties of the Subject, and ſettling 
| the 


© 


the Succeſſion of the Crown, to ber preſent MM, 
and the Heirs of ber Body, being Proteſtants : And 
the ſame, by one other AQ, intitled, An AQ for the 
further Limitation of the Crown, and better Se- % 
curing the Rights and Liberties of the Subject, is 
and ſtands limited after the Deceaſe of ber Majeſty, 
and for Default of Iſſue of ber Majeſty, to the Princeſs 
Sophia, EleGoreſs and Dutcheſs Dowager of Hano- 
ver, and the Heirs of her Body being Proteſtants, And 
all theſe things I do plainly and ſincerely Acknowledg 
and Swear, according to theſe expreſs Words by me 
ſpoken, and according to the plain and common Senſe 
and Underſtanding of the ſame Words, without any 
Equivocation, mental Evaſion, or ſecret Reſervation 
whatſoever. And I do make this Recognition, Acknow- + 
ledgment, Abjuration, Renunciation, and Promiſe, 
 Heartily, Willingly and Truly, upon the true Faith of 
a Chriſtian. | ON A 
So Help me God. 
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